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RMON. 


Contarnine, 


the Principles of found Policy and good 
nt are eftablifhed and vindicated; and 
trines advanced and zealoufly “propagated 
: eee canine TORIES, are concer 


heavy Ee aces the Cas ig under 
eral late Acts of the Britifh Parliament, 
ng what we have juft Reafon to expe& the — 
oe es jot thefe Meafures will be, 
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J Captain eiastiad? Wiha. pe A 
aul faid, but I was born wu - Sum obtained I this 


‘Acts xxii, 28. 
1 hes in fronte unius Cujuique Grvis quid De Re- 


Cicera, 


mea Sia mulio eff Caries €r1cero 
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oe Prinred by 7. and S$. GREEN, 


“TO THE 
» reese 


Refpe&able FREEMEN, 


“bog 
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My pear Counrrymen and Friznps, 
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ave Ree : ae Y 


Hi E enfuing difcourfe was delivered on avery folemn 
ccafion, before an auditory apparently ferious and dex 
"* _ wout in their attention, and is now made public at i 
the defire of fms of my public {pirited friends. Such as it i 
48, 1 cheerfully offer it as my poor mite, into the public treax pert 


Jury ; while others are cafting in of their abundance. And wy 
L hope and truft that your candor will be fuch, amidft all The 
the inaccuracies and imperfettions that attend fuch an bafty + 
Tis ami as to accept it for areal token and proof of my i; 
undiffembled love and heart-felt concern for my dear country, id 
under the dark and threatning afpeils. of divine providence Lf 
on our moft invaluable liberties and privileges, While I Ei; 
objerve with the moft fenfible grief, and anxious concern, - 
Some of my countrymen, funk into a ftate of worfe than cue 


bruial ftupidity and infenfibility, «who fecretly rejoice in 
‘the diftreling miferies and calamities brought on our juf- 
fering brethren at Bokton ; and ardently wifh and PT G3, 
in the moft profane manner, 7/ Z may be allowed the ex- 
Prefion, that our charter and birth-right privileges may be 
taken from us ; that we may be ruled by the iron rod of op- 
Pr elfion, ond chained down:ta eternal flavery and. bondage. 
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-Whofe fattious and rebellions leaders improve every oppors 
tunity in their power,.to impeach a loyal people ; and to fend 

_mifreprefentations of us to their correfpondents that bave ac- 
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good of fociety, the end for. whinb it was in- 
eétly conlifient with which,fa people may keep a 
e over their liberties, and cautioufly guard againft 
and tyranny, which I deteft and abbor,; and 1o- 
a Sl ees alae 
'G ntlemen Freemen, have been fo well in-- 
the principles of loyalty and good policy, have 
nfianily taught from your infancy, to fear God, 
r the King, that ?tis needles to add any particular 
on this head. However, as my heart, at this 
period, is fo full of apprebenfion of danger, you 
tL truft, take it as any reflettion on your under- 
and integrity as a body, foould I drop the hint, that 
ay polfibly be fome here and there in difguife, a- 
ofé plaufible pretences, and artful infinuations, it 
rp you to guard. Mien, (ays the truly in- 
ic Farmer, in Pennf{ylvania, who either 
& to hold certain advantages by fetting ex- 
rvility to their countrymen ; men, who 
e€ employment, or felf-taught by a natu- 
of genius 3 ferve as decoys, for drawing 
ent and unwary, into fhares; it is not to be 
ed but that fuch men will diligently beftir them- 
| on this, and every like occafion, to fpread. the 
mn of their meannefs as far as they {can. On 
is they have adopted, this is their courfe ; this 
ir method to recommend themfelves to their 
mn: they act confiftently in a bad caufe.---From 
we fhall learn how pleafant and profitable a thing 
, to be, for our fubmiffive behaviour, well-fpoken 
it St. Fames’s, or St. Stephen’s, at Gusld-ball, or the 
exchange. Specious fallacies will then be dreft 
with all the arts of delufion, to perfuade one co- 
my to diftinguifh herfelf from ahother by unbecom- 
i= condefcentions, which will ferve the ambitious 
urpofes of great men at home the way to obtain 
nfiderable rewards,---It will be infinuated fo ws with 
Bee 
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a plaufible affe€tation of wifdem and concefn, How 
prudent it is to pleafe the. powerful---How dange= 
rous to provoke them,---And then comes in the per- 
petual incantation that freezes up every generous ptrr- 
fe of the foul, in cold inaétive expectation, that 
if there is ‘any requeft to. be made, compliance will 
obtain favourable attention.---Our vigilance, and our: 
union are fuccefs and fafety.---Our negligence and our 
divifion are diftrefs and death; nay, worfe, they are 
Jfoame and flavery. ‘The perfons here meant, (/ays the 
abevefaid Gentleman) ate thofe bafe {pirited wretches, 
who may endeavour to diftinguifh themfelves by their 
fordid zeal in defending and promoting meafures which 
they know, beyond iff queftion, to be deftrudtive to 
the juft rights and true interefts of their country. . It 
is fcarcely poffible to {peak of ‘them with any degree 
of propriety’; for no words cantruly defcribe their 
“guilt and meannefs ; but every honeft bofom, on this 

“being mentioned, -will feel what cannot be exprett. 
Some of-a narrow contraéied turn of mind may think 
that by this quotation, and fome other expreffions I have ufed, 
L aim to point out perfons sf a certain religious profeffi- 
on, as objects of public odium and contempt. To which I 
anfwer, no further than their temper and condut# render 
them ee of it. Ido not think PH DED, public. virtue, 
and a love to one’s country, are entailed to, or infeperably 
‘connesied with any one mode of profeffing chriftianity , how- 
ever fome may have the advantage of others, in their tenden- 
cy to promote theje chriftian and political virtues; yet I 
believe there may be mean, bafe and mercenary wretches in 
every profefion, who for one {weet delicious morfel to them- 
Jelves, might be tempted to fell their country with all its 
liberties and privileges, as profane Efau fold bis birth - 
right. On the other hand, J believe there are many good 
men, of found integrity, of unblemifbed morals, and truly 
lovers of their country in every denomination of chriftians. 
On this fubje&, it matters uot with me, whether a man be 
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. fiatedmember of this or that church, whether be bein coms 


pe 


‘munion with that eftablifbed in Old England, or in New 
provided he be a good man, aftuated by evangelical. prin~ 
‘“ibles and motives, and wiil fiand faft in the liberty where~ 


ef ths times makes it requifite and neceffary that you be 
gery vigilant aya watchful, and get @ therough sid hb Si 


feat in government, or any office in the State. “If the office 
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oaths had an additional claufe to them, in this critical 
at might poibly be a fironger Safeguard and fecurity. £0 ts, 
viz. That every perfon who comes into office, folemuly Swear, 
not only allegiance to the king, and sat ger in general 
éut that he will maintain and fz 
as and charter evs of bis tv es a 
ony beft wifes and bearty prayers to God for the ¢ inu- 
ation of thefe rights and privileges to us, and our children 
after us, to the lateft pofterity.. £ remain ret cordial 
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The AvrHon. 


Worfield, in F; airfield, 
September 8, 1774 


Ho SAM U-E L, ee Pi 
od of Irael faid, the Rock of Urael 


he to me, He that ruleth ever men 
uft-bejult, ruling in phe fear of God. 


{ OD the fovereion Lord and fupreme Ruler of 
all things, has made men in fuch a manner, 
and placed them in fuch. circumftances, , as 
ly to difcover his will, that they fhould unite and 

ye into focieties for their mutual benefit and 

tage. He has not, by the light of nature, nor 
ai pofitive declarations of his will, infallibly di- 
ed whatform of fociety he would have to prevail, | 
or prefcribed any one particular fpeciés of civil go- 
‘yernment, as more agreeable to him, than another. 
has made mankind rational creatures ; and left 
m to choofe that which they apprehend to be moft 
erfeét in its nature and kind, and beft fuited to their. 
€, fituation and circumftances. The divine con-— 
ftitution, and government of God over his intelligent 
ereatures, is fixed; and it does not become men to 
cife their invention or wifdom in feeking any alte- 
or changt in it: but to ftudy the moft ready) 
cheerful fubmiffion, as they may be affured, that’ 
atever God requires, is fit and right for his fubjects 
comply with. His authority and power over us is 
mited and uncontrolable, and cannot be denied, or 
ppofed without our being guilty of the higheft crime 
rebellion. But no created being is invefted with fuch 
elute, unlimited power, nor qualified for the son 
. cifg 
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“cife of it. Error and impérfeétion belongs to every 
individual of the human race. The brighteft’ charac= 
ter that was ever juftly drawn among mortal men, has 
this dark fhade init: So that the will of none, is in- 
fallibly right in all things,and cannot therefore be c¢ 
‘plied with in all inftances, confiftent with a g 
-con{cience, and the fuperior obligations we are unde 
to the fovereign Ruler of the world ; who ftill m 
tains his rightful authority over us, and has not gi 
_it by delegation, to any one among created beings : 
all of whom were originally made free-agents ; and 
confidered as in a ftate of nature, previous to their 
uniting as members of fociety, have their liberty and 
_ free choice to agree upon fuch-a form of government, 
and mode of adminiftration in their civil and tempo- 
ral affairs, as they judge moft conducive to their hap- 

“ pinefs and good: any one of which has no more claim 
than another to be, jure diving, or of divine’ right, on 
any other principle, than its being more conformable 
to right reafon and equity, by the, eternal rules of. 
which, God has manifefted it to be his will, that his 
Tational creatures be governed, . ES al 
As focieties and communities have’ their beginning 

_ and origin in voluntary compact and agreement; when 
perfons have entered by confent and free choice, into 
fociety, they muft acknowledge themfelvesunder ftri&e 
and facred obligations to aét toward one another a- 
greeable to the laws. and conftitution of that fociety 
"whereof they are members,. There are certain’ duties 
required of rulers, as well as of. fubjects ; and thei 
obligations faithfully and punétually to fulfil them, 
rife in proportion to the dignity and importance o 
their high and elevated ftations ; and the effe&t and in- i 
fluence which their conduét has on the reft of the 
body. A man’s being raifed to honour and promo-| 
“tion above others, is {o far from releafing him from, 
or lefiening his duty, thatevery ftep he takes in_ his) 
advancement, proportionably enlarges it, and adds a) 
. ES = —  pewsy 


- 


4 


and powerful ebiigages to the performance of it.- 

oft abfolute of fovereign princes owe fomething 

e meaneft of their! fubjeétsg and may be very 
inal in the negle& or retufal of it. Subjects have 
5 privileges and properties ; and are countenanc- 
nd fupported by the law of nature, the laws of 
and the law of God; in demanding full pro- 
in the enjoyment of thefe rights, and the im- 
diftribution of juftice, from their rulers. And 
rulers refufe thefe, and will not comply with 
‘reafonable and equitable demand from the 
ject, the fociety is diffolved; and its fandamental ° 
s violated and broken; and the relation between 
ne Tuler and the fubjeé ceafes, with all the duties and 
bligations that arofe from it. For it muft be fuppof- 
J, and every one of common fenfe will readily allow, 
at no man would ever have confented to place him- 
If in the ftate of afubje&t,on any other confiderati- - 
n or footing than that of his having protection and 
uftice from thofe to whom he fubmitted. The good 
of fociety in all its individual members, is the end for 
vhich it is formed; and for which governmient is in- 
‘ftituted and appointed. And this cannot be obtained, 
-unlefs rulers exeft their power, influence and authori- 
ty to protect their fubjects in all their valuable rights 
and privileges; defend them againft their enemies, 
both from without, and within; and adminifter im= 
partial juftice among them. David, who had, for 
~ many years, exercifed an abfolutefovereignty and.do- 
- minion over the kingdom of. Ifrael, had no notion of 
 agerandizing himfelf, and his nobility, by enflaving 
his fubjeéts, and {triping them of their property, at 
his own arbitrary will and pleafure, contrary to:/aw 
_ and right : but confiders himfglf as appointed to ferve 
S them; whofe rights and privileges were efteemed. by 
_ him, more facred and mviolable than thofe of the roy- 
al {cepter and diadem. © The beit and moft illuftrious 
j part of his character confifted-in this, That he ap- 
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proved himfelf the faithful fervant of God,*and his | 
generation. His ambitien and defire was to ferve his” 
generation ; not to be ferved by yhem in the charaCter 
of abje& vaffals and flaves. A’ king or prince of his _ 
-noblé and heroic fpirit could have no pleafure or fae 
tisfaétion in ruling over their fellow-mortals, degrad-_ 
ed to: fuch 2 low, infamous ftate; fo tar beneath hu-, 
manity. But to rule over men that have the fpirit of 
men, the fpirit of loyalty and liberty ; and who pof- 
fefs fome property too ; is an honour to the moft dig- 
nified king or prince. And the more of this {pirit of 
liberty, im conjunétion with property among the fub+— 
jeéts, the greater is the honour of him that fways the 
Topaes in righteoufnefs over them. ‘Tis: Jewifh; or 
Ifraelitith prince was very fenfible, that kings and rulers — 
were liable to do wrong, unjuft ations, as: well as 
others ; that the fubjeéts had rights and properties that ~ 
might ‘be invaded-or encroached upon by thems: We © 
therefore find among his laft words, the excellent fen- _ 
tence now read, which he fpakejuft as he was leaving 
. his earthly throne and \kingdoim, and going to appear — 
before a higher tribunal.---Hle that-ruleth over men must — 
be jttft, ruling in the fear of God. David himfelf:had 
been a ruler over men: he was the mam who was raif-_ 
ed up on high; the anointed of the God of Facod,--- — 
~muft therefore, from. his own great experience and 
obfervation, be fuppofed to have a thorough know- 
ledge and underftanding of the fubjeét on which he 
here fpeaks with fo much ferioufnefs and folemnity, 
as im the near view of eternity, which confideration ~ 
adds. weight andimportance to his expreffions ; and 
might be fufficient toengage the attention of the moft | 
dignified rulers, and fovereign princes, to them 3: who 
mutt be inexcufable if they refufe to receive inftructi= — 
on from them, fince a greater than David is here : 
The God of Ifrael bas faid, the Rock of Ifrael has fpoken. 
That glorious Being by whom kings reign, and prin- 
ces decree juftice, is the author of this divine fentence 
Seren ae 
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given forth : to whom fovereign rulers are as 
, accountable-for all their conduét, as the mean- 
of their fubjeéts---May therefore properly be cal- 
on, and thar, by the authority of the great Lord 
“governor of the world, to attend to, and confci- 
ioufly practice their duty in fuch plain, important 
ancts of it. - Be wife now therefore O ye kings, lays 
God, be infirufied ye judges of the earth , ferve the Lord 
ith fear, rejoice with irembling. Pal. ii. 10, 116 
n further difcourfing from thefe words, I fhall, 
Confider the neceffity and importance of juftice 
civil rulers. 3 $3 
- II. Shew that the fear of the Lord is the proper, 
effectual principle, to influence fuch to the obfervation 
and prattice of juftice. j=»: 
. ?T1s highly neceffary and important, that civil 
lers fhould be juft. Such are concerned in the rules 
of juftice and righteoufnefs, as well as other men; and 
‘indeed, more fo, in proportion as they are raifed above 
others ; and have it in their power to do greater good 
or evil, according as they are inclined. Was the doc- 
“trine true, That all property is vefted in the king, or 
chief rulers 5 and that they can do no wrong to their fub- 
jefis : Such fcripture precepts and direétions from the 
fovereign Ruler of the world as that in my text, would 
be entirely needlefs and impertinent ; and feem, on 
this fuppofition, to argue his want of wifdom and 
knowledge, on. this important fubjeé&t. But however 
bold fome conceited, ambitious mortals may be, in. 
_cenfuring others, when advanced a little above them 
‘in wealth and power ; yet, I would hope that few or 
“none will dare openly to attack divine revelation, and ~ - 
_ cenfure the ruling wifdom of God. Let Ged be true, the 
every man.be found a liar. Let God ke wife, tho’ every 
man be founda fool. -1f thofe that rule over men, mutt 
be juft.; there is certainly fome rule. ef jultice and 
-righteoufnefs for them tg obferve in this Office and 
; > and it may be infered by ju confequence, 
5 T bat 
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» ZX bat they aré capable of doing wrong 5 and as liable fo 


ed by fome, That kings and fovereign rulers with their 


As rulers are capable, when they rightly improve. the 


. judgments upon a fociety that can be fent upon then. §” 


character of Civil rulers, ought to think themfelvesyy 
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todo as other men,---That thofe who ftand related to’ 
them as fubjeéts, have really fomething to -call their | 
own, ---that they have rights and properties diftin® 
from their fovereign,--are capable of fuftering injuftice, 
coppreffion and wrong, even from them; and 


that, im 
a greater degree than from any-of their fello -fabjects, 


jn proportion to the gredter degree of their ftrength 
and power. The aforefaid doétrine therefore, advanc- 


minifiry, can do no wrong, is {o far from being true, that 
it is the moft falfe, abfurd = doétrine that was ever 
preached in the world; and of moft: pernicious bad. 
confequence both.to ruler and ruled, ‘diretly tending 
not only tothe temporal, but eternal deftruction of both. 


{uperiour advantages of their high and elevated ftati- 
ons, of doing more towards. promoting juftice andj 
righteoufnefs, among their. fellow-men : fo; when of F- 
acontrary temper and difpofition, that is to fay, when 
they neglect; and refufe to attend to thofe good laws| 
and rules of equity; and take it intotheir heads to act 
in an arbitrary, tyrannical manner, to opprefs and en- 
flave their fubjects ; they do the highett injuftice and) 
wrong, and the greateft mifchief and evil of any men 


in the world ; andare the biggeft plagues, and heaviett) 


ao) Corruptio optimi oft. peffima. ee 
- None therefore that are promoted to the office andy” 


above the obfervation of the cternal rules of juftic 
and righteoufnefs, by which they themfelves, as well 
as their fubjeéts, will be tried hereafter, and juftified orf 
condemned by. the righteous judge of the world. 

. Bur that] may, to better advantage, illuftrate the 
great neceffity and importance of juftice in civil rulers,y 
I fhall briefly confider them in theit feveral capacities) 
and fhew the necedity of their being jut, while acting 
“in them. Wow, 
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ow, undér the name tater are comprehendeds 
‘thofe who enact laws, and thofe who execute 

); thofe who are cloathed*with legiflative autho- 
r, and thofe who have that which is judicial and mi- 


EN men firft joined in fociety, ’twas impoffible 
‘to form at once, a complete, perfect fyftem 
to fuit all exigences, and particular cafes that — 
nn: they could not forefee all future events, 
provifion for them. The body politic, is 
e/natural body ; fubject to a variety of diftetn- 
$ and difeafes,---*tis fometimes ftrong, healthy and 
orous,; and every part performs its proper office and 
tion, without impediment or obftruction :---At o- 
* times, it declines, rows weak and relaxed in all 
nervous parts ; and to ufe the fignificant and beau- 
ul language of infpiration, The whole bead is fick, aid 
whole beart faint , from the sole of the foot, even unto 
bead, there is no foundnefs init. And as it is liable 
be thus fickly and diftempered ; fo ’tis liable to be 
olved and die. - : 
‘Now, as a_man finds it neceffary to regulate himfelf 
n regard to diet, exercife, phyfic, &c. and fuit his way 
living to the prefent condition of his body, as_ will 
tferve to promote the health and activity of all the 
nbers of it ; fo there is the neceflity of the like wife; 
'P cudential methods of adminiftration in\ governments 
‘fuited tothe different ftate and circumftances of the 
body politic. And as circumftances vary, and new 
nd different fcenes open to view ; new lays become 
“neceffary for the health and benefit of the community. 
“All governments have therefore a legiflative authority 
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lodged in fome hand or other; not to be exercifed at 
€ arbitrary will and pleafure of one or more indivi- 
“duals ; but in the exercife of it to be reftrained and li: 
"mited, at leaft by the eternal rules of juftice and righ- | 
painefs, as itis defined, not for the deftruction, but 
“the health and preférvation of the body. And as 
Cc 
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* is neceffary for the well-being of fociety, that 
_ daws be nade; f0’tis likewile neceffary that th 

duly put in exec denied that,. both in civi 
eriminal cafes: this being the life of the law, wit 
which it fignifies nothing toward anfwering the end 1 

which it was made. Now, in order to this, fomep 

Be, fons muft have authority to judge between 
“= his. neighbour, ayd to put their judgments in 
‘Tuus rulers confidered either in. their legi 

Se executive capacity, are defigned for the general 
public good of the community. they ferve,, they 
the minifters of God, inftituced and ordained . to 
tend continually unto this very thing; and in 
_thefe capacities, they muft be juft. Particularly, 
1. There,is juftice to be obferved in making laws, 

The legiflative authority is ufually ftiled fupreme. The 

power of making laws is undoubtedly the higheft in 

every fociety. ‘The executive officers are obliged to 
obferve the rule prefcribed them by the legiflators; and 
all the fubjeéts of every order, to yield obedience te 
their laws ; provided they are not prejudicial to, but 
falutary and for the good of fociety ; and do. not in- 
terfere with the duty they owe to the great Sovereign 
of ali men ; and do not contradict the end for which 
men unite, as members of fociety; mor run. countet 
to the fundamental .conftitution on which. they. are 
fettled. While a fociety fubfitts, no man, or number 
of men, have authority to call to account thofe who 
are vefted with fupreme authority : which makes it ex 
tremely difficult to correét diforders in a ftate, when 
the foundations are out ef courfe. But tho’ fovereign 
tulers cannot, while they continue in their high offic 
and character, be called to account, by any under 
them; yet’tis poflible for them, by acting contrary to 

the defign and intention of their office, to diffolve t 

fociety over which they rule; and fo, at once lofe a 

their fovereign power and authority : after which, they 

ean have no more than other men, to fcreen them from 
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-fuch punifhment as their Stains déferve. And when 
-fuch a melancholy event takes place, that a civil foci- 
is diffolved, and men retufn toa ftate of nature; 
hey have the fame-liberty they at firit had, to form 
mfelves into fociety again, in what form, ‘and of 
what terms they pleafe. = pie {iRutsu 
Bur notwithftanding the fovereignty of legiflators, 
y are-under ftriét and facred obligations to obferve 
e rule of juitice, in enaéting laws." ’Tis a great and 
ry dangerous miftake to fuppofe, that legiflators have 
a power abfolutely arbitrary ; or that their authority 1s 
derno limitation or reftraint act ally Right and 
“wrong, are founded in the nature of things; and cannot 
- bealtered and changed, even by the voice of fuch kings 
and monarchs as are betrufted with the powér of mak- 
e laws. The Pfalmift mentions, 4 throne of ini- 


not mentioned fuch a thing, any perfon of <ommon 
~fenfe and underftanding, who confidered things with 
the leaft degree of attention, would foon be convince! 
ed; that *twas in the mature of things, poffible to ef* 
 tablith iniquity by a law. And any one who is ac- 
 quainted with the hiftory of former ages ; or even 
with the prefent ftate of the world, cannot but know, 
that this has in faét, been often done. : No intelligent 
- friends to the chriftian inftitution doubts, bur the 
laws made by the heathen emperors. for extirpating 
' chriftianity, and deftroying the profeffors of it, were 
unjuft; > All-found proteftants, 1 fuppofe, will agree 
in pafling the fame fentence on the laws which eltas 
blith an izquifition in fome pepith countries. ~Andit 
mutt bea pleafure to all lovers of liberty and virtue, 
} toobferye, that the number of thofe who with that no 
| penal laws might be enaéted in matters merely religi- 
| . ous,---thatno perfon might be liableto any penalty, 
or lie under any incapacity, on account of any opini- 
on of practice in religion, which does not at all effect 
the peace and happinefs of human fociety, is daily in- 
creating. Eee Now, 
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quity which frameth mifchief by a law. » And if he had. © 
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Now, if there be any fuch thing as a¢ting unjuitly 
in making a law,.’tis. plain shart onion 
their legiflative capacity, are obliged to obferve. fome 
rule of juftice. For where there is no duty or obligati- — 
Leite on fort, there can be no: fuch thing as acting 
uajuftly. | Ss eee 3 Vad eae 
_ ?*P1s.a part of juftice in legiflators to enaét fuck 
as are fuited to the circumftances of the fociety:for the 
regulation of which they -are intended; fuch as cone 
duce to the public good :---And fueh as, inftead. of © 
deftroying, will fecure and protect the juft rights and 
privileges of every individual: member :---fuch.as will, — 
in an equitable manner, decide controverfies between — 
articular fubjecéts ; and defend the weak, and pre-— 
-vent their becoming an eafy prey to the ftrong :---fuch 
finally, as.may be a terror to eyil doers, andan en: 
, Souragement to thofe that dowel 
corluerevis further, juftice to be ebfervyed: between — 
the community. and particular-perfons.; under,.which 
head, are to be reckoned the’:granting -proper “rewards 
to, thofe whe faithfully ferve-the public in any capa- — 
city > paying public debts: and facredly obferving — 
the public faith. — Here likewife may be mentioned the 
penalties-annexed to. Jaws,,; Penal laws are intended 
fer the public good. ;, The great intention. of -punith- 


kept in awe.) And. legifators have a right to:annex 
4uch penalties to theirjuit and equitable laws,.as are 
Sufficient. to-maintain their authority, and fecure the 
obferyation of them. . But yer, there is juftice to be 
observed in proportioning punifhments to crimes : and 
po doubt, it would be unjuft; cruel and barbarous, to 4 
afix the. moft. fevere: punifhments-that could, be in- 
vented, to- fmall:and trifling offences; . vane 
.. 2. Ruvers.confidered in their executive ca acity, 
as putting laws in execution, muft be jut. Peso 
tive officers are obliged to’ proceed according to the 
feceived and eftablithed laws of their country. 4 BY 
; tnete, 
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“thefe, they are to judge and determine all controver- 
_ fies, both of a civil and. criminal natue, which come 
before them ; doing ftrict, impartial juftice to all men, 
without refpe& of perfons. ‘Their duty is not to op- 
‘piefs: butto deliver the poor that cry to them; the 
ae case and him that hath none to help. They 
‘®ught to endeavour that the bleffing, not the curfe of 
him that.is ready to perifh, may come upon them: 
and toeaufethe widow’s heart to fing for joy. It 
foncerns them to put on righteoulnefs, and to clothe 
themfelves with judgment, as with arobe and diadem. 
‘They mult be eyes tothe blind, and feet to the lame, 
and fathers to the poor; and the caufe which they 
know not, ought to be fearched out. ‘Lo them it be- 
longs to break the jaws of the wicked, and to pluck 
the fpoil outof his teeth: to curb aad reftrain. the 
violent ; and let the opprefied go free, But it being 
fo evident, and univerfally acknowledged, that thofe 
who put the laws in execution, ought to bejuft men, 
' UL fhall not enlarge upon this head : but proceed briefly 
to fhow. the neceflity and importance of rulers being 
. yatt; orto mention fome of the obligations they are 
‘under to, this great duty... And here, Pas 
1. “Tuis, is, neceflary. to their anfwering the defign 
of their office, and promoting the welfare and good o 
human fociety, Public good is the end. of government 
of every fort,, *Tis with a view,.ot promoting and 
‘fecuring this, that men enter into fociety. Tis for 
obtaining this, that fome are appointed to rule over 
others ; and that thofe fubmic co, and obey them. 
Now, this important end canhot be obtained, unlefs 
ralers,aéuprightly’ and. juftly. -When civil rulers, 
forgeting :the end of their inftitution, and the proper 
duties of their flation, negleét and trample upon.the 
rules of juitice ;-and.confult only to gratify their own _ 
pride and ambitious humour and paffion : when, they 
confider their fubjects as an inferior {pecies of beings, 
made as beats of burden, for their pleafure or profit; 
: 4 bh: OF RACE ig when, 
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“when, inftead of ebferving the reafon and nature of 


things, they make their own mere will and pleafure, 
the rule of aéting ; and govern in an arbitrary, tyran- 
‘nical manner ; ’tis impoffible to deferibe the evils and y 
mifchiefs they bring on mankind. 'Thefe have be: 
fo great and terrible, that fome have been ready tg 
queftion, Whether civil rulers have not done mor . 
‘hurt than good, in the world. When we fee an haugh- 
ty and ambitious monarch, or corrupt Miniftry fpend- 
{ing the blood and treafure of their fubjects, in carrying 
on an unrighteous quarrel and contention with them, 
or againft their neighbours ; ‘from a miftaken notion 
of glory ; diftreffing their towns and cities with their 
troops and armaments, depopulating their country, | 
and feeming toaim at the univerfal deftruction of man- 
kind; we may well be fhock’d at the fight; and look 
on fuch a nie arbitrary ruler, as. the heavieft ca: | 
Jamity and judgment, that a righteous God'ean' fend 
vipon a finful people. But notwithftanding the dark 
and difinal profpeét which a fcené of tyranny and op- 
preffion affords ; ’tis undoubtedly true, that civil go- 
vernment is defigned for the good of men ; and when 
adminiftered with juftice and mercy, it does excellent-.) 
jy well anfwer this defign. As tyrants are the greateft 
of temporal judgments, as being the caufe of all the 
jnoft diftreffing evils that can be imagined; fo good 
Tulers are the greateft bleffings to the world, and the 
inftruments in God’s hand, of fecuring all our other 
ood things. But then, to render them fuch, they 
mutt be juit, confidered both in a legiflative and execu- 
‘tive capacity. ’ : 
2. Ruiers are obliged to be jut, on account of 
‘the gteat truft repofed in them, Sovereign authority 
Gs the greateft truft that can be repofed in any man, 
“The power of making laws is very great, and extenfive 
fin its nature, and of the utmoft importance in the 
-exercife of it. And next to this, is that of putting 
‘laws in executign, The man ghat ig appointed to 
ju 
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judge another, with authority to decide all controver- 


fies among his fellow-fubjects : to determine and pafs 
fentence upon the lives and properties of fuch vaft 


* 


‘numbers of men; has a very great and important truft 
repofed in him. And the weight and importance of 
the truft repofed in any inferiour executive officer, is 
2 proportioned to the authority vefted in him. Now, 
ithe receiving fuch a truft lays a man under very great 
obligations to faithfulnefs in the difcharge of it. Men 
in fuch high places of truft and authority, inftead of 
being releaied from the laws of God, and having their 
obligations to faithfulnefsin the difcharge of duty, leffen- 
ed and diminifhed ; have them increafed, in proportion 
totheir advancement ; and it is not beneath the dignity 
_of their ftations, to attend very ferioufly to the advice 
_and exhortation of the Pfalmift, Be wi/e now therefore, 
O ye kings; be inStrudied ye judges of the earth. _ Serve 
the Lord with fear ; kifs the fon, lest ke be angry, and ye 
_ perifh from the way, when his wrath is kindled but.a little. 
’Tis of importance, if men have but one talent, that 
they improve it : but if they have ten, and neglect and 
-refufe fo to do; the punifhment will be tenfold greater. 
Ifa private man negleéts his duty, he, and others 
connected with him, may fuffer. But if a chief ruler 

_ is unjuft and unfaithful, the whole community or body ~ 
. politic fuffers. As much therefore as the welfare and 

_happinefs of fuch a community, or body, is to be va- 

lued above, and preferred to the happinefs of an in- 

_ dividual ; fo much higher and greater are his obliga- 

tions to faithfulnefs, than the obligations of a private. 
member of fociety ; and if he refufes to difcharge 

them uprightly and confcientioufly, asin the fear of 
God ; a proportionably heavy and aggravated punifh- 

“ment muit he expect to receive, when judged by him. 

| 3. Tue exercife of juftice is neceffary in civil rylers, 

-totheir own prefent comfort, and future happinets. 

*Tis a common obfervation, that the greateft tyrants 

_ ame she greateft and moft miferable faves. Theie ru- 
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- ed; but will be naturally ftrageling after liberty ; 


‘ceffary to their having peace in their own minds and 


) “they praétife high handed tyranny and'oppréffion : andy 
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Yers who invade the rights and liberties of their « 
fabjects, in an arbitrary, tyrannical manner, and - 


to opprefs and enflave them ; are always in fear of e- 


ing themfelves deftroyed by them.- ‘They are obli, 
‘at vaft expence, to keep up large armies to diftrefs 
‘enflave their peaceable fubjeé&ts ; who; under fuc 
grievous yoke of bondage, cahnot be eafy and fatis 


be ready, when it galls their necks, to turn againft and 
depofe fuch oppreffing tyrants ; and fometimes, to 
imbrue their hands in their blood: of which, many 
inftances are to be found in the hiftories of the Roman, 
and of theTurkith empire. Whereas,when princes rule 
in ajuft and conftitutional way, with mildnefs and be- 
‘nignity s and feek the good and welfare of their fub- 
geéts ; they may always put full, unreferved confidence 
‘tn them, and depend on being fupported ahd defended) 
‘by them, atthe expence of all ‘that is dear and valua- 
bleto-them ; yea, at the expénce’of their lives, which’ 
will not be thought too dear a facrifice for the fafety 
and honour of fuch a worthy prince, 9 
Acain. This juftice and faithfulnefs in rulers is ne- 
‘eonfciences. Such have confciencés as well as other! 
‘men, accufing or elfe excufing; who, upon the faithful 
‘difcharge of the high truft repofed in them,will have in- 
“ward peace, fecurity and joy, and heart-felt fatisfaction, § 
“fuch as the world can neither give, nor take away. Buty 
“on the other hand ; if the rules of juftice and righté- 
soufnefs be negleéted and trampled upon by them, andy 


‘feek to enflave and deftroy theit fubjeéts ; what dread- 
ful horrors of confcience muft they neceffarily feel, 
when awakened to any ferious reflections on their -wick-§ 
ed, guilty conduét, which has been fo diftreffing andy 
rumous to thoufands more innocent and righteous thang 
themicives. 3 
Lastiy. This juftice and faithfulnefs ig neceff: 
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future happinefs. oarho ciyil rulers are ftiled 
et muft they die like men; and at laft, give an 
count of themfelves to the judge of the quick, and 
1¢ dead. . 
‘Now proceed to the next thing propofed, which 
in the ié@ond place, to fhew, That the fear of the 
is the proper, effectual principle to influence ci- 
alers to the exaét obfervance of juftice, 
gE that ruleth over men, muft bejuft: Anc that he 
be fo, he muft rule in the fear of the Lord. If we 
der human nature, as vitiated by the. apoftacy ; 
fhall find, .that hardly any thing but the. fear of 
ifhment, is able to keep men in awe, and due fub~ 
ion. That it is thus with fubjects, is evident from 
many fevere laws, and terrible executions of them, 
yhich the wifeft and moft mérciful rulers in all nations, 
“have found neceffary to preferve the peace, and pro- 
jote the happinefs of civil fociety. Now, ’tis certain 
yat_the eflential principles of human nature are the 
e in all men, whatever external relations they fuf- 
‘tain. There is therefore great danger, that rulers will 
degenerate into tyrants; and of :bleffings, become 
plagues and curfes to mankind; unlefs there be fome 
_ way to keep them in awe, fome principle to excite their 
fears, and by that-means, keep them within their proper 
-fphere, and engage them to the obfervation of juftice. 
‘Now, this is not always to be done by a fear of men. 
- Sovereigns are exempted from the common power of . 
human laws; there is no ordinary authority that may 
judge them ; and this their fecurity may prove a ftrong 
temptation to them, to neglect the proper duties ox 
| their exalted ftations. They may truft in their forces 
iy armies to defend them from the refentment of an 
red and oppreffed people ; and fo imagine them- 
felves perfectly fecure from punifhment at prefent. 
» And the nearer any fubordinate ruler approaches to 
» fovereionty; the lefs has he to fear from men, cd 
 €onfequently; the greater prefpect has he, of indemni- 
. LD fication 
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fication in acting unjuftly. There is therefore the — 
utmoft need and neceffity, that thofe who rule over - 
men, fhould rule in the fear of the Lord; that they 
fhould have a firm belief of the being, perfeGtions and : 
providence of God ; that they fhould not only fear his — 
vindictive. punifhing juftice, but beyond this, as the — 
text requires,maintain an holy awe and reverence of him 
upon their minds; and ¢onfider him as that righteous 
judge to whom they mutt at Jaft, give. an account of the 
_difcharge of the great truft repofed in them; and from 
whom they. fhall receive a righteous fentence of abfo- 
} lution or condemnation, an . 
IMPROVEMENT. 3 
1. Wuat we have heard on this fubjeét, fhould 
ferve to excite our thankful acknowledgments to the _ 
fupreme Ruler of the world for his great favour to us, _ 
in the happy conftitution of government we have hither- _ 
to lived under. ‘The providence of God which rules 
the world, ( tho” it does not negleé& the leffer affairs of 
men) efpecially concerns itfelf in more important 
things, which refpect more large focieties and commu- 
nities of men. Civil government is one of the prin--_ 
cipal of thefe. God is the judge , he fetteth up one, and 
_ putieth dewn another; and orders all the changes and 
revolutions that come to pafs in the kingdoms and em- 
pires of the world: whofe providencé has been very 
extraordinary, and in a. manner, miraculous. in con- 
ducting our fathers into this, once howling wildernefS, 
in preferving them in their weak, infant-ftate, when. 
expofed to deftruction many ways; and leading them 
to fettle on fuch an excellent confticution of govern- 
-ment 5: which affords fuch full protection, and ample 
fecurity to the fubjeéts, of their lives, liberties and pro- 
perties ; and in providing for us in fucceffion down to 
this day, fuch a wife, virtuous and u pright fet of rulers; 
who we have reafon to think, have, in the main, ruled ; 
_ in the fear ot the Lord. Our privileges in this refpect, 
are very great, beyond what any other people enjoy, 
in 
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y part of the earth. The bigger part of the world 
ad their. liberties wrefted-out of their hands ; 
preft and enflaved by lawlefs and cruel tyrants: 
e are yet in the poffeffion of freedom. May 

eferve it to us. fafe, and hand it down to the 
p (heist ! Our fathers went through the greateft 
ils*and dangers to procure, thefe privileges For US ; 
“we ought to be willing to do our utmoft to pre- 
é them, and hand them down to our children and 
- Our treafure, and our blood too, are not 
rand coftly facrifices for fuch valuable things. 
Or what importance is it, that civil rulers be 
of uprightnefs and intégrity ; men of real piety 
religion ; who fear the Lord, and keep up a, pro- 
awe and reverence of him upon their minds? ‘This 
ary to their own comfort and happinefs ; to 
¢ peace of their confciences ; and to their having a 
well-grounded hope of a future crown of glory in the 
coming world. It is likewife necefflary to the good | 
and happinefs of the fociety, over which they are ap- | 
tedto rule. Ifa fovereign prince or ruler be def- _ 
te of integrity and juftice ; and has not the fear of 
€ great God before his eyes: all inferior™ motives 
hich might have influence on men in lower ftations, 
‘will be infufficient to reftrain him from wicked atts of 
Been ey and opprefficn, and keep him to his duty. As 
-fuch cannot well be arraigned before any human tribu- 
nal on‘éarth, to account for their conduét ; # they 
have no fear and dread on their minds, of appearing 
before, and accounting to their fupreme Judge, the fo- 
_vereign ruler of the world; they will be in the utmoft 
danger, not only of ruining themfelves both for time 
"and eternity; but alfo, of ruining their fubjeéts in all 
“their dear and valuable inzerefts ; and of involving 
' them in the greateft conceivable diftreffes and troubles. 
‘itis fo far from being true, That fuch can do no wrong ; 
_ that on the contrary, the experience of allagesteftifies, . 
lat they are capable, when they loofe the principles. of 
juftice 
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injuftifiable-for the people to think and judge for 
felves, and feek ‘the beft remedy in their power, 
sn they found themfelves, grievoufly opprefied by 
inrelenting of arbitrary power: when they 
their chief,ruler fail in all the effential points of 
offige and character, and to act contrary to 
end and defign. of its inftitution ; then it will 
hat the very foundation-principles of govern- 
have been {ubyerted by the revolution, and ail, 
a few that have been deemed rebels, both 
sand: their fubjets have “been upon a wrong, 
_ plan, for near a century paft. And to get 
€ muft throw up the prefent conftitution of 
d and the Hanover family, that is in prefent 
n..of the throne; and return batk in our alle- 
> Stuart farnily ; and to their popifh plan 
nment... Thefe are the genuine coniequence 
dottrine of paffive obedience and uou-refiftance, 3 
fly preached up ‘by fome artful and defigning 
. who aét as creatures of the ftate,.and probably 
peét high honours and promotions from a corrupt 
miniftry, as.a reward for their labours, to be. gatheved 
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cured and eftablifhed. “He that denies the right which 
__ the bedy of the people have, to take care of their liber- 
_ ties when in danger, does virtually dethrone our pre- 
~ fent king, and make him only a pate ; and aéts.the 
oft friendly and favourable part':towards a popith 
pretender. © For it was'certainly in: confequence of the ~ 
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allowed a people, a right to take care of their liberties 
and privileges, as all I-truft, will readily grant; ee 
are {till poffefled of this right, and may lawfully ufe 
and exert it for thofe falutary purpofes, as they have 
occafion or call in divine a a this fure 
ground and footing, the wife and judicious part of t 
reputable inhabitants of America, proceed to confult 
the beft meafures of fafety and prefervation inthis : 
critical and alarming fituation of our. public affairs. + 

+ Iam feofible that che prefent controverfy berween Giéacd 
Bricain and the American colonies flands upon a different foot. 
ing trom that between king ames and his fabje&s, at the revo- 
Intion. That was a controverfy between the king and ‘his fub- 
jets: [sis is a difpute between the parliament of Gieat Britain, 
and the Colonies. We have no controverfy with the king ; nor in 
the leaft, difpute his regal authority over us, —The king, when at_ 
home, prefides in perfon, in the Britifh parliament ; but when he 
goes out of the kingdom (to Hanover for inftance) he. appoints a_ 
regent as his reprefentative, to prefide in his abfence. In Ireland, 
the king prefides not in perfon ; but by his reprefentative, the 
‘lord lieztenant. And in like manner, the king prefides in the 
fevers| colonies, by his reprefentatives, the governors, which are 
authorifed by his charters, or immediare commiffions, We have 
therefore no controverfy with our king, whofe authority we 
cheerfully acknowledge, and moft loyally obey. But the point 
difpured is, Whether bis majefty’s legiflative body in Great Britain, 
‘bas aright to exercife fowercign authority over bis majefty’s legiflative 
Affimblies in the Colonies, for taxation, or the regulationof their intera 
sal policy. ‘The kingdom of Ireland owes allegiance to the king 
of Great Britaig: but their internal policy is conftirutionally re- 
‘gulated only by their own parliament. And they have a right 
‘to. deny the authority of the Briti/ parliament to tax them ; or 
to regulate the internal policy of the kingdom. And it is a like 
cafe with the American colonies. We owe allegiance to the king 
of Great-Britain:; bat this will nor oblige us to yield ourfelves 
Up to the arbitrary controul of the Britifh parliament. The par- _ 
Jiament of Great Britain-has no conftitutional right to tax, or re- 
ulate the internal policy of the colonies ; any more than the le- 
giflative body of one colony has to tax or regulate the internal 
policy of another colony. And therefore the attempts of the 
Britith parliament to impofe taxes on the colonies, may be refifted 
by the colonies, perfe&ly confiftent with their allegiance to their 
king. Altho’ therefore our prefent contioverfy with Great Bri- 
faig is on apie another footing than the.conteft of the nation in 
the days of king Fames ; yet revolution-principles in their pene- 
ral‘nature, will fully juftify the prefent conftitational oppofition 
of the colonifts to the a:bitrary procecdaure of the Britith court, 
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conduét of the cent provinces thro’ the conti- 
, in fending commiffioners to meet in general con- 
, to fecure the threatned liberties and properties 
¢ people, may be juftified on thefe principles. If, 
eople in thefe American colonies, have really any 

erty, any thing tocall their own; which cannot. 
be denied without the moft injurious reflectien and in- 

ult upon, and abufe of them, and their anceftors, who 

have been labouring and toiling for this purpofe, fo 

any years: if this, I fay, be granted ; then they have 

ightto fecure and defend themfelves in the poffef- 

y of it ; and none have aright totake it from them 
thout their confent. Butas we hold our properties 

d privileges by royal charter, has not the king and 

niftry aright to take this charter from us, and. to 

rip us of all? Lanfwer. No more than you that 

have wives, havea right to break the marriage cove- 

nant sand turn them out naked and deftitute, and fet 

them adrift, Property is prior te all human laws, 

conftitutions and charters. God hath given the earth to 

the children of men. Our fathers acquired property in 

this land, and were rightfully poffefied of it, previous 

‘to their obtaining a royal chartef; as can eafily be’ 
demonftrated. The charter is the moft folemn ftipu- 
lation and compaét between the parties, the fovereign 

_and the fubjeét, on certain terms. ‘And the breaking 

_* of charters, /ays alate excellent writer, is making the 

 worlt war upon mankind. It involves the innocent, 

“and thofe yet unborn. Every thing depends, with 

*« men, on their conftitution of government. .Sucha 

«* meaiure is therefore, wantonly layihg wafte the ter- 
“ritories of the earth, confounding and deftroying 

““ all private property, and endeavouring to prevent 

'* Providence itfelf to make mankind happy thereon ; 

 unlefs he fhall, for the undoing the works of un- 

/* reafonable, ill-judging men, perform immediate mi- 

“racles, and fulpend, or counteraét the eftablifhed 

* Jaws of nature, which is furely, not te be fuppoied, 

peor expected.” 5. As 
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- # As all human counfels and endeavours may be 
infufficient for thefe important purpofes of fecuring and 
_ detending the rights and liberties of a people, when in 
deere oe al oc eee ee 


violent exeftions of arbitrary pt 3 Ww ep 
- priety, and the reafonablenefs of” ¢ duty of looking 
to God, in a way of folenin fafting and prayer, at fuch 
a tithe, for deliverance and fafe protéction. God, the’ 
fovereign ruler of the world, has the great affairs of the 
kingdoms and empires of the earth, in his own hands 5) 
dnd can difpofé of them as feems good untohim. He 
Has thé hearts of kings and minifters in his hands, and’ 
can turn them, as he tufns the rivers of water. ~ In fea- 
fons of fuch danger and diftrefs, our eyes and our 
hearts fhould be lifted up to him, for that help and re-. 
Hef that we'nééd. Aind as we are now called to this 
important duty, by the pious rulers of the land ; all 
that are fo far above the beafts that perifh; as to know 
the rights, the liberties and privileges that effentially 
Belong to humanity ; and withal, have any belief of 
the being of a God, and of his governing providence, 
will, I truft, heartily unite herein, with a very ferious 
and devout frame of mind ; while the ignorant, the 
profane, and ftupid infidals, may probably make @ 
Fo and ridicule of thefe facred folemnities. ae 


"Par great controverly that has for fome years, fub- 
fifted between the chief rulers in the mother country, 
and the Englifh colonies in America, has arifen toa 
very great height : and let the fault be on which fide 
it will, we have reafon to tremble at the confequences ; 
as we are threatened with moft awful ruin and def- 
éruétion in all that is dear and valuable to us. A neigh. 
bouring province begins to feel very fenfibly, the dif 
- treffing effeéts thereof, as great numbers:of its induf- 
tridus inhabitants are reduced to a fuffering ftate, and, 
Become real objects of charity ; being turned out. of 
. the means by which they procured their daily breadg 
'- “Pe chief rnlers neither feed nor guide them): but are 
ne ufing 
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ufing: means that tend hs: ee and deftroy them. 
And no other colony or provinceon the continent has 
the leaft fecurity from having the fame cruel, oppref- 
ive and tyrannical. meafures ufed towards them. All 
the moft judicious and fenfible part) of the jnhabitants 
aro” the whole.continent of America, view themfelves 
interefted and concerned in the confequences of this 
difpute.; and expect to ftand or fall by the iffue of it: 
‘The. port and harbour of Boffon has, for fome time. 
been ihut up; their trade and commerce ftopped ; 
their charter-rights invaded; the fecurity of their lives, 
libertiesand properties, taken away; with an armed | 
force in the midit of them, to heighten their diftrefs, 
and bring on their complete ruin.. Which refpecta- 
ble province, and metropolis of New-England, being 
once enflaved by the crucl exertions of arbitrary power, 
and ftript of their property for which they, and their 
anceftors have been, for fo many years -induftrioufly 
labouring; fome other colony or province will, no 
doubt, be taken in hand: and fo the horrid and exe~ 
crable fcene of tyranny and oppreffion be vigoroufly 
profecuted from place to place,vuntil it fpread over 
the whole continent. . The afpec of our public affairs 
was never more dark and gloomy, than at the preient 
day. The kingdom under fuch a load of -debt,---in 
ich a diftracted, divided and convulfed ftate, as fore- 
bodes its fpeedy hin and deftruction.---The founda- 
tions of government feem awfully out of courfe ; and 
: righteous in a ftate of utmoft peril and danger, as 
they haveno fure ground of fafety to ftand upon. 

_ Weare certainly threatened with the lofs of our 
precious liberties and privileges, and of all our dear 
and valuable interefts. .AHowing that our conduét as © 
a body, has been loyal, dutiful and obedient to our 
farthly fovereign; that we have given no juft caufe 
it provocation to refolve on fuch fevere, unprecedent- 
d meafures, as thefe in the late acts of parliament : 
let, can we fay, it has been ftri€tly right and juftifia- 
lein the fight of the fovercign Ruler of the warld ? 
— ae a  --‘- Whefe 
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Whole hand is to“be" confidered in thefe' dark ‘clouds 

that hang over, thefe diftrefling judgments. that “are 
coming onthe land. Have we done‘nothing to pro- 
( woke his divine difpleafure aghinftus?: It becomes tis, 
i very ferioufly to inquire, What th potiese heat of bik 
anger! Who, ot what has procure the tokens of his _ 
wrath and indignation ; which'fome, as inftruments,- ‘§ 
ftand ready to execute upon us’? And -how fhall we — 
obtain his favour ?---Sins of any kind, when they be- — 
'' -¢ome common; when they are openly practifed, and — 


| that with impunity; bring public guilt; and ‘it may 
a _ be expected, that: if men don’t teltify’ againit them, 
Y God himfelf will do it; and that, by fending diftreff- 


ing judgments on a people. And God’s judgments, | 
and threatnings of providence are fometimes of fuch 

a nature, as to point out the particular kinds of fin by ] 

' which he is offended. Let us try this’ rule in our’ 
prefent circumftances. ue tele Cate. 
Tue firft difadyantage people in general feel and: 

‘ complain of, from the late judicial fyftem of tyranny. 
and oppreffion ; and the-fevere, unexampled atts of 

\a ae parliament that have been publithed jn confequence of 
i it, is; That trade and commerce,-and the meats “of 
increafing our wealth and riches, are obftructed’s. and 
great lofs and damages. fuftained; and at the fame 
time, public charges increafed, in’ fupporting agents, 
and commiffioners to confult, and Took out a way ol 

.. fafety and deliverance torus. “Thofe who live at a diff} 
“stance in the couatry, from thofe populous cities * ane 
‘towns that are the chief feat of trade and commerce 
are not fo immediately affected at firft, by the operas 
tion of thefe cruel and inhuman atts.---Yet mutt, if 
time, and ina very fhort time too, feel the deftreffing 
and impoverifhing effects of them: which, if carrie 
into execution in the full length and breadth of them 
will not only diminifh our eftates; but ftrip us of 4 
our fubftance, and reduce us to the. condition of flav 
that have no poffeffion or property to call. the 
own, rR 
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God-pronounced againft the. murmuring Ifraelites in 
_ the wildernefs..,. Numb. ‘xiv. 286.25. waly. as I live, 
[sith the: Lord, as ye have fpoken in mine ears, fo will I 
do toyeu.. 1 will here cite a paflage from a dermofi of 
the Rev. Mr. Trumbull, delivered at the’ Freeman’s- 
meeting, in the town of 


vantages of free fates, jarifing from their-choofing ru- 
ders from among themfelves, he obfétves’ concernitig 
rulers thus chofen, “* Their government, is mild and 


righteous.. Andas they do not govern to get their 


bread, and advance their fortunes; at’ the rain of 
ours ;* andas they can “lay no burdens ‘on us, with- 
out, bearing the fame weight themfelves, their govern- 
meht is 4s remarkable for the ‘little expence of it, 
as it is for its gentlenefs, impartiality and righteouf- 
nefs. All our expences, by way of falary to civil 
officers, do not, I imagine, amount annually, by con- 
fiderable, to the one Saif of the falary of a king’s go- 

vernor, 
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‘Meeting, in the town of New-Haven, April'r2th, Bd a> 
with his note fwbjoined thereto. . Speaking of the,,ad- 
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vernor, in any of the neigh "4 
'On the other hand, the Co judgment, and threat. 
ning difcover God’s difpleafure. ; 1s, for indulg 
ing pride and vanity, luxury and intem 
plain voice of providence is, that God 
fended with all that praétife thefe ruino 
ftructive vices. Dee see th? ee 
We are further threatened ‘with being deprived of — 
all our civil privileges, and brought under a moft © 
cruel, arbitrary and tyrannical. kind of government. 
‘The fcheme of government planned out or Bolton, 
in its whole frame and conftitution, completely de/potic 
and arbitrary. The will of the chief ruler is Jaw; and 
the fubjeét holds: his eftate, and even life, only during 
his pleafure. ‘This arbitrary government will, ‘no 
doubt, be carried to its greateft extent through all the © 
“American colonies, and exercifed in allits terrors and — 
cruelties upon them, if the prefent miniftry are per>_ 
mitted to carry the point they are contending for, in — 
fuch a fanguine manner. BOGS tts, Bee! cg 
_ Now, does not this threatning point out fome'par- 
ticular fins, as procuring.it? We’ have been’-greatly _ 
eM kas See rs oh Se favoured — 
* The whole amount of the falaries paid annually by the go. — 
‘yernment isionly £.580. The Salary of the Governoris £.3c0. _ 
ef the Deputy. Governour £. 100, of the Secretary £. 20,'and of — 
‘the ‘Treatarer £. 160. The Judges of the Superior Court have 
no-falary from the povernment. The Chief Jadge is allowed 18 © 
fhillings per day, and the four fide Judges have 17 fhillingseach © 
perday..This courris obliged by law, to fet'rg weeks annually, — 
and cemmonly fetteth, by adjournment, much longer, and the © 
coft of it is about £.600 per asaum, ‘The expence of it for — 
three years ang a half paft, upon a carefyl examination, appear- — 
eth to be about £. 2100, jut £. 600 perannum. The avails of 
3t, together with the forfeitures, for the fame term, with proper 
allowances for fuch as may not be recovered, amount to £22306 | 
So thatthe Superior Court is of no Ccoft, at prefent, to the Colony, | 
confidered as a Government. In fhort the whole expence ef go-. 
vernment in ConneGticut is trifling... The coft of the General 
Affembly annually is about £. 1500. A rate of one penny on the 
pound, on the Grand Lift, which raifeth abour £. 6000 per An- © 
huni, near the onc half of which is annually taken out of theTrea- 4 
Sury for Schooling, hath of late years been fufficient to defray ai 
pur public charges as a Government.” Lr, Trumball’s Dif 
iii A (ae ee: — eRe 
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sured of God in rempeet zo the conftitution of the 
ernment more immediately over'us ; and the ad- 
iftration of our public affairs. We in this colony 
y, not only the full liberties of Englifhmen ; but 
ven fome ‘peculiar privileges, confitmed by royal 
charter, which diftinguifh us from: the reit of our fel- 
low fubjeéts in the plantations.---But’how far have we 
seen froni being truly thankful for fuch privileges ? 
nd how ready to light and abufe them? How ear- 

ly have fome wifhed' themfelves in the condition of 
€' poor tenants and flaves in a neigbouring province, — 
ratherthan pay a trifle to fupport their liberties, and 
freedom, and real eftate, in’ this ? How apt have we 
been to defpife the pérfons, and flight the authority of 
the rulers of our people ? To hearkeén to, and propa: 

ate ‘reports prejudiombeethieir character ?T’o counte 
‘hance ‘and “join withthe difaffeéted, and begrudge 
‘their reward ; ‘which is far lefs than magiftrates in any 
other province have ?“And after all the murmuring 
‘about it, is very inadequate to the public “fervices 
they perform, and the advantages we derive from theit 
adminiftration.” Thee’ was fomething of this difpo- - 
fition'in the Jews of old = They refufed the waters of 
Shilech that run foftly-—-they were difcontented and un= 
‘thankful under a mild government, and gentle admi- 
niftration, that allowed them great privileges and li- 

etties’; therefore God threatens to bring upon them 
he waters of the river, ftrong and many, or to fubjeé 
‘them ‘to’ the tyrannical government of the king of 
Pllyrias$ 2o2t vom © ; a 
\ Once more. We are awfully threatened with being 
‘deprived of the liberty ofour confciences, the liberty 
f profeffing the iniportant truths of the gofpel ; and 
attending thofe facred ordinances which God has in- 
Mituted with a view to advance the glory of the Re- 
deemer, and promote thefalvation of his people. This 
‘will moft probably be. the confequence of carrying 
thofe fchemes and plans into execution, which the 
Prelent minifiry have projected,---And does not this 
— a loudly 
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loudly declare; That our having 


apd turned our 
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fituation of our public affairs; and unite in, ferven 
prayers to that God who is higher than the: kings¢ 
‘the earth, that he would gracioufly interpofe, for 

relief ; that he would avert the impending ftorms.¢ 
-vengeance, and favour us with peace and tranquilit 
“and the full enjoyment of all our valuable, liberti 
and privileges ; that our rulers may feed us accor 
-ing to the integrity of their hearts, and guide us B 
the fkilfulnefs of their hands. .._ 
: Arid Jet us be at peace among ourfelves. It is 
-alltimes contrary to the temper and fpirit of the gofp 
but efpecially unfuitable and improper in fuch a day 
this,to be widening differences, laying unreafonable 
upon difputable points, and to fet on foot controverh 
-that tend to alienate people’s love and affection fr 
each other, and to. increafe a party feparating fpirit 


am 


er becomes us to fix our attention upon the com- 
on caufe, the public good and general intere({t of the 
id. ‘Our ftrength, our glory, and our fecurity de- 
‘very much upon our friendly agreement and firm 
ion together. It we get divided and broken to 
cés among ourfelves, what will become of us ? What 
idvantage will it give an enemy to our liberties, to 
bring diftrefling burdens upon us, and lay fuch ‘a yoke 
pon our necks that neither we, nor our pofterity can 
ar. That to which our fpecial attention is at this 
y called, is not a private by-intereft, that concerns 
we men of one denomination only y but of -a general, 
‘public nature that concerns men of every periuafion, 
‘that are well-wifhers to their country’s welfare. Even 
thofe who have gone off from the icheme and plan of 
feligion profefled by the firft fathers of this country, 
have great caufe of thankfulnefs for their liberties 
and privileges which they enjoy equally with others 
‘that ftill retain it. They have the fame advantages 
from that happy form of civil government ; the fame 
protection from it, of their perfons and properties ; 
ave the fame liberty of confcience, worfhip where 
ey pleafe without controul or oppreffion , or if they 
shoofe to ftay at home on the Lord’s-day, and ‘join 
ith no worfhiping affembly, it is feldom they meet 
ith any. interruption or difturbance. What more 
n they defire ? There does not appear the leaft pro- 
"bability ‘that either they, or we, fhould gain any ad- 
“Vantage on civil or religious accounts, by giving up 
our privileges , and fubmitting to a new and different 
form of government in church and ftate; witha great 
additional burden of taxes which-would be unavoida- 
y connected with it; under which, who would groan 
ind complain Jotideft, we cannot tell before trial be 
made. { hope none of us with for fuch a fatal experi- 
ment and proof ofa public f{pirit. We all doubtlefe 

ink, whatever be our peculiar fentiments in religi- 
that we are fufficiently burdened already. - The 
a poor 


~ . ture time, find the burden too heavy for them to bear, 
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poor of the people are groaning under poverty and 
diftrefs: many have a load of, debt upon them, and 
know not which way to turn for the common daily 
neceffaries : are loudly complaining of difficulties, and 4 
looking out for relief, fome in one way, and fome in 
another; plaufible fehemes are projected for this 
purpofe, and fet on foot and encouraged, to ferve a 
prefent turn, without looking to the confequences ;_ 
and very impolitic and imprudent meafures taken by 
many, as a remedy which proves worfe than. the dif- 
eafe, or will do fo in the end, and conftantly increafe 
the difficulties complained of. _ If our.taxes at prefent, 
are heavy; they do not grow lighter or eafier by the 
people’s breaking into parties and divifions among 
themfelves, and purfuing fchemes that are in oppofi- 
tion to the main, ftanding intereft, and public good of 
the country; but are evidently increafed thereby to 
the difadvantage and hurt ofall. If fome few indi- 
viduals find their account herein, yet ’tis certainly dif- 
treffing to the public; and muft, fooner or later, be 
fo to all concerned in it. If thofe who ftand in the) 
gap, on whofe fhoulders the intereft of the country 
ftands for its fupport and defence, fhould, in any fu- 


and be over-powered by thofe who direct them, to 
promote a contrary intereft , and this building fhould 
fall ; the ruin of it would be wide and great.---It 
might fall like a rhill-ftone upon fome who leaft ex- 
peét any evil, and grind them to powder. Or if they 
furvived this fad cataftrophe, inftead of finding eafier 
times, might be caught under fuch a yoke of bon- 
dage that would be infupportably grievous to them 
and their children; from which, no releafe or delive- 
rance could be obtained... We are at prefent, (blefied 
be God) a free people in this land; and might be as 
happy as any in the known world, did we duly at- 
‘tend to our public intereft and welfare ; and unite in 
all fuitable ways for the fecurity and advancement of 
it. Had we union and good agreement among. re 

cles 
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lves in the. management of our divil and religious 
airs ; Our burdens would grow lighter and _eafier ; 
the poor of the people find comfortable relief in 
ft of their difficulties, =, 3 a ae 
‘Consiperinc our prefent critical. fituation, it’ 
ould, no doubt, be our wifdom and prudence ta: 
ke up, unite, and gather into one common intereft,. 
the good proeftants in this land ; ‘notwithftanding, 
differences among them ; that we may ftand or. 
‘together ? and not be devoured one of another ;. 
r become ah eafy prey to foreign enemies'who may. 
our ruin,, What are thofe things worth, that ali~ 
late people’s affections, and, caufe divifions ; in com- 
parifon to our ‘dear liberties and privileges that 
are endangered hereby ? It may be the policy of fome 
power, to encourage fuch a party-fpirit, that we 
y be weakened and diftreffed among ourfelves ; that 
way may be. prepared without refiftance or oppo- 
fition, to bring us into bondage, and faften the chains 
Of flavery upon us. And fhall we be fo infatuated 
and blind to our own intereft, and that of our chil- 
n’s, as to purfue meafures that are deftructive of 
Meafures. that will rejoice the hearts of our ene- 
thies, and forward their fchemes, to be put into execu-. 
1 again{ft us to complete our ruin ? Let us lay b 
on and prejudice, and ferioufly and foberly confi- 
this important fubje&t of our conimon welfare; . 
ddle with nothing that is inconfittent therewith, any 
fooner than with therankeft poifon. ‘Let our coun- 
fy’s intereft, glory and profperity be uppermoft in 
rhearts, and ufe our beft endeavours for the ad- 
cement of it, Let all our ftrength center and 
inite in this grand point. Let us remember, this; 
S the common intereft ot all the coldénies ; and 
at each particular inhabitant is concerned herein; 
hd muft expect to fhare the fate, jn fome degree, of 
ae body he is connected with: If the foundation of 
ur public liberties and _ privileges be overturned, all 


. mnents, for defending and promoting . the public good, 
Thet tis “Keep ftedfaftly fixed in the eoegeld.principl 
ot 
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will be ameded, ahs mutt expe to fulfer in’ thé fad 
ruin. . Let. the melabebely srofpect hereof, ferve to 
unite our hearts and hands with al ‘Yovers of the ri sh 
of humanity, in upholding and defending this mo 


weet 


all ordérs of men be faithful.in their. feyeral depart. 
and portk 


of the generation of the righteous ; and break 
yore of their opprelrsj and give them peace an 


ating the heavy Grievances the 
_ Colonies dabour under from 

feveral late Acts of the Britifh 
Parliament, and fhewing what 
we have jut Reafon to fear 
the Confequences of thefe 
; Méafures will be ; 
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_ And in every province whitherfoever the, king’s com- 
mandment, and bis decree came, there was great mourning 
among the Fews, and fafting and weeping, and wailing, 
and many lay in fackcloth and afbes. Efther 

| Behold, we are fervants this day, and for the land that 
thou gaveft unto our fathers to eat the fruits thereof, and 
good thereof, bebold we are fervants in it. find it 
ideth much increafe unto the kings whom thou haft fet 
er us, becaufe of our fins: alfo they have dominion over 
bodies, and over our cattle, at — pleasure, and we 
re in great diftre/s. Nehemiah, 
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7 HE fubftance of ihe following Appendix was com- 
poled, with aview to enlighten the people of a coun- 
try town, not under the beft advantages for information 
4 from the news papers and other pieces wrote upon the con- 
| trover/y, into the true ftate of the prefent unhappy dif- 
| putes between Great Britain and the colonies ; for this rea- 
fonit fill appears in the form of an addrefs to the people. 
| dt has been thought the publication of it might anfwer va- 
- luable purpofes, to roufe others in the weftern part of this 
colony, who are much in the fame fituation with the people 
for whofe information it was firft compofed, to a fenfe of 
: si danger in which their liberties are now involved. °-The 
Author is very willing to contribute bis mite to the com- 
mon caufe of liberty; and is very glad of an opportynity 
to fubjoin the following Addrefs as an appendix to a dif- 
courfe fo. well adapted (as he imagines the foregoing is) to 
_ lead people to a fenfe of thetrue nature of civil government, 
end of the abfurdity of many ridiculous whims, which fome 
among us have the impudence to attempt te maintain in di- 
reel oppofition to thofe principles, which have feated the 
prefent Royal Family on the Britifh throne. ; 
Should this appendix fall into thelbands of any, that have 
been more awake to a fenfe of our danger ; than what hath 
been the cafe in the weftern parts of this colony , the au- 
thor hopes they will readily overlook thé mention of many 
| things, which muft be trite and common to_them 5. as. ibe 
particular mention of them was neceffary to the defign in 
View. 
_ Lhe filence of others on a fubjet of fo much importance, 
end (as many think) fo neceljary to be wrote upon at the 
ig eres oe Pacis ume 


of their country, and endeavour & ari, when 
they foe everything that i3,dear ane the utmopt 
ag sped 


2, the height of folly, for thofe : | 
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 vigorousexertions of every cider of men. 

~ The-Au 1s: hore Lei able 
towrite anonimoufly upon fuch fuljed?s as the, 


think. it may better fubjerve the. purpose for which. ét is 
\publifoed, to-have bis name préfix’d ; than ia be pitblifp- 
ed without.a name. chat: ne ae 
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EVER was there a period,fo alarming! tothe 
-- Bnglith American colonies,as the prefent is; ne- 
ne that called for the careful attention, the pru- 
yet vigorous: exertion of every freeman in the — 
lomies as the prefent doth ! For when.our lives, and: 
roperty are fubject to the arbitrary difpofal of 
ers 3; what have we valuable we canicall our own ? 
difpofal of our property is now openly claimed by 
s pcby-a body, in which we have no reprefentati- 
3 ,andiupon which we have not the leaft check or 
roul; ; -and charters, heretofare : deemed: '/a- 
a and inviolable’; by which, wehave been wont to 
ppoie, was fecured to us the quiet. poffeffion of our 
es and. properties, are now wantonly violated with- 
ateven the form of a trial; and {uch modes of ju- 
dicial-proceedings introduced into a neighbourmg 
province, as very much fubject the lives of the people 
the arbitrary difpofal of their governor. «And 
ubtiefs this is but’afpecimen of the: plan adopted 
with: regard to all the provinces ; which will foon be | 
introduced, if. this »firft attempt fucceed. : “We. 
haye to expect, ifthe meafures adopted are carried in- © 
‘to execution, we fhall hold both our lives and. our pro- 
‘rty. in Coming time upon the moft precarious tenure. 
Thefe meafures you fee are carrying into execution by, 
‘terror of military force both by fea: and by land. 
nd if our lives and our property‘are to be held by 
uch a precarious tenure as the arbitrary will of thofe, 
who may be fet over'us, what is there in life or pro- 
“perty worth the poficfing ? Will not the being in 
eonitant and perpetual fear of the deprivation of both, 
imbitter-all the. comfortsof life? Could you take.a 
View of the nations which are groaning under arbitra- 
Rand defpotic goyernment ; you would never ima- 
: . 2 gine 
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ine what I fay to be Cr itical We have not (blef= 
Ed be God) as yet experienced the pine chains of 
flavery ; tho’ they have been fhook over our heads, 
For this reafon few perhaps among us, realize the hor- 
rors of that flavery, which arbitrary and defpotic go-— 
vernment lays*menunder.: = = Set 
- Some poflibly may think me extravagant in affert- ~ 
ing there never was fo alarming a period to the Eng- 
hth American’colonies, as the prefent is: But I can- 
not think anyone.needs any more,than to be thorough= 
ly acquainted with the prefent ftate of public affairs, 
to be wholly of my opinion. «We ‘have, it is true, in” 
- times paft, been alarmed with the horrors of war : the 
favages have committed fhocking murders and made # 
terrible devaftations upen our expofed frontiers ; but ¥ 
thefe were but temporary evils: while the prefent (if 
God prevent not) will extend their influence to all fuc- 
ceeding generations. And isthe death of a number 
of individuals in war fo great.a calamity to the public, 
as a whole country’s being enflaved, and the lives and: 
che properties not.only of the prefent, but of fucceding | 
generations fubjected to the caprice of arbitrary 
rulers ? ae 
Under the adminiftration of Sir Edmund Androfss 
near ninety years ago, very gloomy indeed was the prof- 
peét to our fathers ; yet in many refpects not fo gloo- & 
my as at the prefent day. Charters, ’tis‘true, were thea 
taken away; but they were taken away under colour § 
of law; upon trial-in courts of juftice : But sow they 
vare taken away, without fo much as a pretence of law; F 
without fo much as atrial, or hearing of the party % 
concerned, by the “almoft omnipotent power claimed 
by the Britifh parliament : And when only the courts ® 
Oo 


juftice are corrupted,there is more hopes things may 
revert toa right channel ; than when ghe corruption # 
Jies in the fupreme legiflative body. At that time t 
arbitrary meaflires purtued proceeded only from an ar- 
bitrary prince 5. aow, from an arbitrary slg 
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the nation was awake to the arbitrary méafures 
ing : mow they fupinely flumber. Zhen Britain 
the weight of the iron hand of tyranny ; while 
they imagine their burdens relieved by the op- 
fon of America. Which circumftances rendered 
continuance of arbitrary government vattly lefs 
y at that time, than at the prefent day. It is not 
fore, without a caufe;- that the whole continent 
$ as it were ftruck with horror and amazement ; 
the attention of almoft every American is roufed 
prefent ftate of our public affairs. And tho’ 
may be tranfported with a wild and enthufiaftic 
in the caute of liberty, and fome others may be 
ftupid and infenfible of real danger; yet all the more 
fober thinking part feel impreffed with a deep and fo-. 
licitous concern for the event of thefe things. But in 
aplace remote from public intelligence as this is, few 
comparatively can haveopportunity toperufethe public 
papers, and other writings, which may open to us the 
prefent alarming fituation of our country. Many; 
efore, are perhaps little acquainted with what our 
ger iss They do not themfelves as yet feel the 
ht of opprefion. They hear the noife of dan- 
ger echoed round the country, but know very little of 
what givesthe alarm. For the information of fuch 
ashave not been under advantages for proper intelli- 
gence, I will briefly as I ean relate to you what hath. 
been done by the Britifh parliament with regard to A- 
‘Merica, which gives the prefent alarm.----What the 
“grievances are we labour under from thefe aéts of the 
B itifh parliament---what we have juft reafon to fear 
the confequences of thefe meafures will be---then juft 
Aint at a tew things proper forus to doin the prefent 
alarming crifis. » . 
~ Here I may premife, that the Emglifh American co- 
Tonies, at leaft I may fay the New-England colonies 
were fettled without any coftto the crown. Private 
edventurers that they might enjoy the fweets of = 
a G civi 
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civil and religious liberty, in a great, meafure 
them in their native land, ventured into. this, 
howling wildernefs ; and-at their own expence laid the 
foundation of thefe flourifhing colonies, . All they ure 
ceived from the king was eharters fecuring to themrthe 
rights and. privileges of E,nglifhmen in this new-found 
world: here amid numerous wars with the barbafous 
favages in their infant. ftate, they defended» them. 

- felves without any expence to the crown. Afterward: 

when the nation was engaged in war; they complied 
with every requifition from the king. They exerted 
themfelves beyond their abilities in_ two xexpenfive ex. 
peditions againft Canada, in the reigns of) William & 
Anne, which proved unfuccefsful. ‘In the war before 
the laft, at their own motion, and almoft wholly at 
their own expence, they took the important fortrefs of 
Louifbourg, which gave peace to: Hurope.: In the 
laft war ’tis frefh\in every one’s memory how chearful- 
ly they complied with every requifition of men or mo 
ney trom the Crown:: for feveral years near a quartet 
of the militia of New-England: were in aétual tervice 
Yet, with what alacrity performed? © Who ever heard 
a murmur or complaint of our expence of blood ‘an¢ 
’ treafure, tho’ Britain reaped the profit of our conquetts, 
as all the conquered lands were theirs ? Britain: wag 
fo fenfible of the fpirited exertions of the Colonies 
that time ;---fenfible they had contributed more:tha 
their proportion, that they retunded to them.a con. 
fiderable part of their expence. Hitherto they had 
neither claimed, nor exerted any right to tax the Colo, 
nies : and every one, who remembers that time, kno 
how ardent our affections were to the mother cou 

we gloried in our relation to Britain---were ready t 

fight and bleed for her glory and honeur. =~ 4 

- As America was much the feat of the laft war, tht 

troops fent here from the mother. country, opened 
much freer communication between Great Britain ‘an 
the Colonies, the ftate of the colonies was much mor 

attendet 
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toin England, than it had been ini times patt. 
in a country ‘like :this, where property is fo 
divided, every one will bedifpofed:to rival his 
our in goodneis. of drefs, fumptuoufnefs of fur- 
8c) All our-little: earnings therefore went to 
- to purchafe mainly the fuperfiuities of life. 
‘the common. people ‘here make a fhow,.much 
Som pot hi England, The luxury and tu- 
uities:in: which even the lower ranks of people here 
Sait Gobir being reported in England by the 
ers cantl foldiers upon their return, excited in the 
othere.a svery exalted idea of the-riches of this 
y,; and the abilities of the inhabitants to bear 
“Phe miniftry foon-conecived hop a . 
‘be raifed: from Amer 
be-folely at their own difpofa 

ight: pinndade for great. numbers of el depend. - 
sand tgbily enlarge their influence over the par- | 
fament,:to fecure a majority. in their meafures, Ac- 
: Binceigei ina tewyears after the conclufion of the late 
ars. the Britifh parliament, for the firft time, daid a 
x upon America, by what was called the 

i: by which almoit every written” inftrument. 
if ‘a public nature was fubject toa high duty.) Re 
- tions of men or money were no longer made as 
aeons the'king °t6 the colonies : but their money 
w to be extorted from them by an act of the Britith 
yar liament, °Tis doubtlefs freftt_ in your memories, 
hat an alarm this zew claim: of parliament gave to the 
gniés*3 what unanimous: and vigorous oppofition 
made to the execution of the act: the ftampt: pa- 
rs were either deftroyed, or kept from being diftri- 
ited throughout America : “Trade with Great Britain 
sin a. good-degree fufpended :---In hort, a glorious 
i le was made againit this fir exertion of a parlia- 
ary claim of taxation over, America, *The iffue of 
Mtrugele was happy. “Phe parliament the next fefli- 
eepewed thé act, tho’ not upon the principles it 
could 
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gould have been wifhed for, i. e. of its being uncon 
enal ; but upon the footing of its being imexpedient ant 

‘jil-fuited to the ftate of the colonies. ‘The parliament 
ftill claimed aright of making ftatutes to bind the e 
Jonies in all cafes whatfoever. They ftill claimed: th 
right of taxing them at pleafure. Bisies were accord 
ingly laid upon fundry articles of merchandize payabl 
upon their landing in America, as on #ea, gla/s, pail 
ers colours; 8c. part of which were sfecewaskaieaised of 
by parliament. >. There are alfo duties that have her 
tofore been laid on other. articles = trade; but as the 
were fuppofed to be laid only to defray the expences 

i — the colonies acquiefced rie, with 
al ¢: but the duties on tea, &c. bein 


for the pofe of raifing a revenue to his x 
jefty, ar in confequence of the: parlia 
claim to utes to bind the ‘colonies:in.all c 


_ swhatfoever, excited continual murmurs. and: com 
plaints in the colonies: however as the tax was incon 
fiderable, it raifed no confiderable tumults. Soon aft 
this new admiralty courts were erected throughout Am 
rica. The powers of which courts were extended mt 
beyond what, they arein England, or what theyhad:be 
in America, But as 1 have not.by me, the act of p 
liament conftituting thofe courts, I can only obfer 
upon them in general as what Americans complaint 
An expenfive Board of Commifioners for managing 

. Fevenue were conftituted with the moft extravaga 
powers.---They have power to conftitute-as many 
der officers as they pleafe ; they are impowered to 

mand general warrants from the yudges of court 

_ America: i.e. warrants to fearch any body,and4 
where for contraband goods; under pretence of whit 

_ they may fearch any man’s moft private apajtmer 

" ” poteven his defk or drawers, or any thing would 

fecure. But as 1 am not poffefied of the act confti 

sages board, I cannot be further particular upe 

Phe judges of the admiralty andthe commiffionersh 
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th the moft eitasilaaens teed ; the former.ecach 
_ hundred, the latter five hundred pounds fterling per 
num, paid out of the American revenue, befides the 
erquifites of their offices. And yet.it has been report- 
of one at leaft of thefe judges of admiralty, that for 
yo years or more he has had but, one cafe to try. 
_‘Thele, with a fwarm of petty cuftom-houfe officers ap- 
pointed by the commiffioners, exhautt almoft the whole 
‘the revenue: It is faid, there was but 86/. the laft 
ear paid into the king’s exchequer.) So that. all the 
money raifed is {pent to maintain a fet of idle drones in 
and luxury, without doing any fervice,to their king 
country... The colonies from a ireluétance to pay 
efe, as they deemed them, unconftitutional. duties, 
ave, itis probable, purchafed.a confiderable: -part.-of 
their teas fromthe Dutch; by! which means the quan? 
tity imported from Great Britain hath beep much fefs 
fince the duty was laid than before 3. which -caufed.an 
__immenfe quantity of tea to lie upon the ‘hands: of ‘the 
_ Eaft-India company. | With the approbation, <if* not 
‘by the propofal of the miniltry, they refolve to dend.a 
Jarge-quantity-of ic:to America,upon their, own? rifka 
Several fhips loaded with tea wére accordingly fentite 
_ feveral. different.ports in America. This gave a gene- 
yal. alarm thro’ the Colonies. They tho’t the mother 
country was now) refelved to fatten the chains of flave- 
ty: upon them ; as. they would not leave us at ourown 
 eption whether, we would import the Tea or-not; but 
were refolved to force it upon us.,, A general refolutiy 
galcems therefore to have been come into throughout 
the.colonies, not to fuffer the tea to be landed. ,Accor- 
gingly. at Philadelphia, New-York and Portfmouth; 
diam,apt to.think from fome other parts of “Ame- 
'; -alfo, they. perfuaded the matters of the fhips to 
urn to England, without unlading. At Bofton, the 
vernor. would. notduffer the tea fhip to pafs the, caf- 
without.a clearance. A clearance could,not be ob- 
ained without fhe entered.and unladed, So that.there 
* was 
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was no other alternative; the people muft either {uffer 
the tea to be landed or deftroy it ; accordingly a:nums 
ber of perfons went in difguife and emptied. it all into 
the fea. At New-York alfo a quantity of the: fam e\ 
tea was deftroyed in like manner.» When news was fe- 
ceived in England,of the deftroying of the teain Bofton 7 
the miniftry thinking that.a proper: opportunity now 
refented, for ¢arrying the defigns they had long fince | 
iii into execution, immediatély hurried: thro? the 
patliament, the at for-blocking up the harbour of the. 
town of Bofton, | This a& forbids! the. fhipping or: 
landing any kind of merchandizel whatfoever, (except 
fuel and victuals ‘for the: neceffary fuiftenance of rhe 
inhabitants of the town) any where within Boftom-bay,. 
Veffels, bound for Bofton with provilions, muft firft be 
fearched at Marblehead, muft take an officer on- board, ~ 
and enter at Salem, before they may. proceed ‘to ‘the 
town, -/ By this’aét all the trade of the town of Botton: 
~ is ftoppedjwhich was the whole fupport. of the town’, - 
and ’tis calculated to diftrefs them much in procuting — 
provifions.”. Any attempt to lade-or.unlade merch nl 
dize is punifhed with/a fine of treble their value, with — 
a ‘forfeiture of the vefels or carriages uféd:in lading or. 
unlading. The officers on the ftationiare to be. fined 
gool. if they fo much as connive at-any breach of this — 
a€t sand all forfeitures or penalties are to be recovered ~ 
inthe’ courts of admiralty, where the king’is -both party 
and judge. The repealing this athe parliament have 
’ put ourof their own power, by lodging it’ with ‘the — 
king; who when he hall judge’ that peace is reftored 
inthe town of. Bofton, may appoint’ foomany ‘wharves 
ot. landing places as hé pleafes ;. and if any goods or 
merchandize be afterwards landed upon any wharves 
or landing places not appointed or-licenfed by ‘him, — 
the penalties of the a& will notwithitanding take place: — 
and éven this, i. ¢, the licenfing any wharves ‘the _, 
16 reftrited from doing, not only *till it fhall appear 
tohis majefty that fatisfaction is made-to the Eaft Ins 

dia 


i aetiGed that reafonable fatisfaction hath been 
de for alithe injuries done tothe euftom houfeofficers 
es paft. This bill, fo pregnant with ‘mifchief, was: 
ied with the greateft precipitancy thro’ both houf- 
parliament ; therdefign was fora while kept en~ 


> “Ehey never propofed to the inhabitants of Bof- 
whether they would make fatisfaction for the inju- 
s done or not, > They never gave them any oppor- 
ity to fpeak a word in their own defence ;--- a pri- 


tice.  Altho? folicited in both houfes, they would 
fomuch as fuffer their agent to fpeak in their be- 


gee 


ing that province equally alarming, hurried thro” the 


without notifying the province to appear in their own 
defence, or allowing their agent to fpeak in their be- 
alf... The one is intituled An ac for the better regue 


Whereby in direét violation of the privileges granted 
by charter, the appointment of the council is taken 
out of the pie 

with the-king ; the governor’s power is greatly er. 


- fheriffs and other inferior officers, and remove them, at 
pleafure without any concurrence of council. The 
inhabitants are forbid to affemble in town-meeting ex- 
cept by fpecial licenfe obtained from the governor 5 


s. Jurors, that were before returned by the im- 
method of drawing them out ofa box, are now 
fammoned at the pleafure of the fheriff. And 
Heft allthis: fhould not be fufficient to {creen the fol- 
-diers or the officers either of the governor or of the 
ree es euftom- 
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any for the tea deftroyed ; but till-the gover. 


-fecret, left there fhould be petitions againft the 
e allowed to the meaneft criminal inevery court. 


parliament with the fame precipitant hafte as the other 5 


lating the government of the province of Maffachufetts-Bays 


s' of the general affembly and vefted’ 


This A& hath been followed by two others refpect- 


x 


larged, fo that he may appoint all the judges, juftices, 


ily in their annual meeting, and then to tranfaét no ~ 
er bufinefs than juft the appointment of town- 
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cuftom-houfe, who-fhould happen to commit murder 
upon the inhabitants, from deferved punifhment ; 
There: is another act pafled, intituled Az ac for the 
impartial adminiftration of juftice, &c~ which impowers. 
the governor upon the indictment of any ‘of thesfol-_ 
diers, officers, &c. for any capitaloffence, when acting 
) in execution of any of thefe laws, or under the direéti- 
on of any magiftrate, to remove-the trial into any other 

rovince, or if he fees fit, into Great-Britain ; oblig- 
ing the profecutor and witneffes to appear there or to 
drop the profecution.. This is the fubftance of the 
late acts refpecting the Maffachufetts ; which are now 
rigoroufly carrying into execution’: A large fleet 
blocking up their harbour, and fix or feven regiments 
of foldiers quartered in the town of Bofton, befide 
fome others in the heighbourhood: = = 
_. There is another act lately paffed in the Britifh par- 
liament, for regulating the government of the province 
of Quebec, which greatly alarms the nation in gene- 
ral as well as America in particular.. Thoufands of 
Englith people have fettled in that province under the _ 
faith of a royal proclamation, that the Englifh laws 
fhould take place there, and a government like that of © 
the other colonies as foon as the cireumftances of the 
province would penmit.. But by this aétall the French © 
laws-in being before the conqueit are reftored---Popery 
is eftablifhed and provifion is made for the legal fup- — 
port of the-popifh clergy by the colleétion of tythes.--+ | 
Trials by jury are taken away, and the whole legifla- 
tive power lodged in a council appointed by the king ; 
_ what afpect this may have upon us fhall be confidered — 

hereafter. — 
~ Thus I have related the principal facts with refpeé 
to America on which the prefent grievances and dan. | 
gerous profpeéts of the Americans are founded: I - 
proceed now to confider what thofe grievances are, 
which we have caufe to complain of, from thefe aéts — 
of the Britith parliament. 
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» The firft thing we complain of as a grievance is, that 
taxing the colonies for the purpofe of raifing a re- 
e, and claiming a right to make laws or itatutes 
1 cafes binding on the Colonies, the parliament 
what they have no right to, by the Britifh con- 
ution, and thereby deny us our zafural rights as 
en, and. our conftitutional rights as Englifhmen. This 
will confider fomewhat particularly, as ’tis at the 
undation of our complaints ; for if the parliament 
e rightfully fuch a power as this, the Americans 
only are to blame in the prefent difputes, that fubfift 
between Great-Britain and the Colonies: In order to 
which we may. with propriety advert a little to the 
foundation of _civil government in general, and the 
principles of the Britifh government in particular, 
_ That, which induces any number of individuals to 
enter into compact for civil government, is the greater 
fecurity of their lives and properties ; which in a ftate 
of nature are expofed to every invader, and liable td 
_be taken away with impunity by any one that is ftrong- 
er than we. Ina fociety formed for the purpofes of 
aig a there is the united power of the whole to — 
_fuppreis fuch: injurious invaders. It is the duty of 
thofe who thus combine together for government to 
give up fo much of their property into the hands of ' 
Este who are intrufted with authority, as is neceflary 
to.carry on government : But then it would be very 
| prepofterous, when they entered into fociety to fecure 
their property, to give it up to be wholly at the dif- 
- pofal ot any one man or body of men : this would bé 
to put their property in a worfe ftate than the ftate of . 
nature. ’T1s therefore to be prefumed that every body. 
of people entering into compact for civil government 
| keep the difpofal of their property in their own 
ds, and make grants of it to their rulers as the exi- 
cies of government {hall require : otherwife they 
= it into the power. of their rulers to exercife every 
ind of tyranny over.them. And thus it is faid — 
H the 
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the greateft Be that every man hath a natural 
‘right to difpofe of his own property. And every man 
hath a natural, right to life, unlefs he hath been guilty 
of fuch conduét, that by the laws of nature he forfeits 
it ; i. e. hath fo conduéted that it is evident others can- 
not be fecure in the poffeffion of their lives and proper- 
ties without life is taken from him: Another benefit 
of fociety therefore is to have perfons appointed, who 
ean be trufted, to judge when. this is the cafe ; that 
we may not be liable to have our lives taken away at 
the capricious pleafure of every one, that may judge 
we have forfeited them:; as is the cafe in a ftate of na- 
ture : But then’as life is our -moft darling poffeffion, 
no body of men acting rationally will intruft this power 
. with any man or number of men, without ufing eve 
precaution for the right exercife of ite ©“ 06 
The Englifh conftitution moft admirably provides 
for the fecurity both of our lives and our properties, 
In that great charter of liberties, commonly. called 
- Magna Charta, which our anceftors obtained by. the 
moft painful ftruggles , ’tisa fundamental article. that 
no man fhall be taxed but by his own confent: Butas 
-every individual of the nation cannot meet to. grant 
taxes ; there becomes a neceflity of their meeting b 
reprefentation ; and accordingly the Britifh-parliament 
reprefent all the people of Great-Britain ;- are chofen 
by them, and the /ole right of granting money is,vefted 
in them : Neither the king nor houte: of lords have 
power to raife one penny of. money upon the fubject : 
‘And as the parliament when they grant money to the 
‘king, tax themfelves in common with others, and as 
they are expofed to lofe their places the next election, 
if they do not conduét according to the mind of their 
conftituents,; the people have the greateft fecurity that 
can be, that they will grant no more money than wh 
the purpofes of government, the good of the communi 
ty, and the honour of the nation require. So likewifé 
are our lives moft admirably guarded in that chartef 
| 
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rivileges which our forefathers obtained : Ia which 
provided, that no man fhall be imprifoned but by 
daws of the land---No man’s. life fall be talcen 
ay, (either by the king or judges appointed by him, ) 
ut by the voice of his country reprefented by twelve 
oneft men. of the neighbourhood ‘where, the crime is 


E. missed, called together in fome impartial manner: , 
_otherwife..than, juftly.. Thefe two, viz. the right of 


¢ themfelves, and trials by jury, efpecially in capi- 
cafes, have ever been deemed. by the people -of 
_ England, their fundamental privileges ; the violation 

of which was the principal caufe of that dreadful civil 
war im England about a-century ago, which at laft 

-brought an arbitrary king to the,block. A violation 
_.of thefe, with other attempts to fubyert the conititun- 
on, dethroned. king. James the fecond,. and advanced 
_ ;-Wanuram and Mary tothe throne, ..So jealous have 
_ Englithmen. ever been of thefe important rights and 
privileges. . Now the finft of thefe the parliament go di- 
reétly in the face of. when they lay taxes on the Ame- 


are againft contributing to defray therexpences of go- 
ernunent, that caufes.us to complain of thefe taxes: 
But becaufe our money.is forced trom.,ms in an illegal 
manner, in direct violation of that fundamental privilege 
fEnglithmen, ¢ right to. tax themfelves,.. The colonies 
are reprefented in their refpective general affemblies, 
 and.no where elfe, and. whenever the king hath made 
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_ requifitions to them of men and money, they have ever 
Soe readily 


as 
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readily granted them: rer would his majefty aff 
good fubjecéts in America, as he doth the peopl 
Britain affembled in parliament, for money to defray 
the charges of government, I am bold to fay they would 
yeadily grant it, BB AE GE ie 
_ Altho’ the privilege of trial by juries is-not as yet ta- 
ken away from the colonies in general; yet’ the advan- 
tage of it is much leffened in the province of the Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay ; as it is in the power of the fheriff to 
pack fuch a jury as: he pleafés ; who being appointed 
solely by the governor, it may be prefumed will ever be 
‘a creature of his ;.and alfo by the gi vernor’s having 
power to remove capital trials out of the ‘province, or 

-€ven to Britain, where a jury cannot be fuppofed fo a- 
“ dequate judges, as one collected from the neighbour i 
hood where the'crime was committed. ~The admiral- 
ty courts, ’tis complained of, are in many cafes an in- 
fringment upon this important privilege. In‘Canada 
‘trial by juries is wholly taken away ; and who but juft- 
ly fears that this isa fample by which the other colo~ 
“nies may e’ré leng be modelled. MAS 73 
‘Thelate aéts’refpeéting the province of the Maffa- 
“chufetts-Bay are looked upon by Americans to-be grie- 
vous in many refpeéts; to that province immediately 5 
‘to the other colonies as'they afford a precedent-of the 
treatment they may expect to: receive, whehéver they” 
fhall happen to fall under the refentment of the Britith 
‘court, and as it opens to viéw the adopted plan for the’ 
‘government of the colonies. To begin with that called _ 
the port a, or the aé& for blocking up the harbour of 
the town of Bofton. EGRET BROS RAI ae 
-~ And firft, if.we look into the preamble of this aét, 
we fhall find the reafons affigned ‘are,’ that divers ill 
affected perfons have fomented and raifed dangerous com- 
motions, 8c. in which certain valuable cargoes of tea were 
deftrayed.” here you fee ’tis fuppofed that the who 
people are not guilty, but only divers ill affetied perfons, 
bet the whole town is punithed, men, women, and a 
. 3 VCH. 
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~ Why did not the parliament enable his majefty 


whole country for the crime of a few individuals? 
‘not probable that more than'a hundredth part of 


r, yet thisis the only reafon afligned for punifhing 
e whole. Is it not the part of juftice to fever between 
the guilty and the innoeent and not to punifh all in the 
lump ? And have:net other colonies been guilty of 
thelike conduét ? New-York deftroyed a? confide- 
‘rable quantity of the fame tea. Philadelphia forci- 
bly fent back a large cargo to the great detriment of 
the Eaft-India company ; yet Bofton only is fingled 
it to be the objeét of minifterial vengeance.’ It plain- 
‘ly appears they mean’to take but ome at a time, and 
hus by dividing the colonies to’ bring them one after 
‘another to fubmitto the yoke.) OE 
»  Againj if you look further into this ‘monftrous. ‘pro- 
‘duétion, you will find that'all the ‘immentieeftates lyinp 
‘in wharves, water lots, &c. clear round Bofton bay are 
telly confiscated to the king: for ifever fatisfaCtion is 
made according to’the requirements of the act, *tis ex- 
~prefsly left with the king, to licenfe only fuch wharves 
-andJanding places ashe pleafes. Now wharves areworth 
nothing, if there may benolanding upon them: their'water 
lots are worth very little, if they may not build wharves 
ipon them; or may not ufe them when built.” So: that 
‘the property of theie eftates; all in amanner that is va- 
“luable in them, is wrefted from the original owners and 
‘vefted with the king’: With equal right might ‘the 
parliament to vote the king the landed eftate of any per- 
fonin this or any other province : And if becaufe there 
1ath been.a riot or mifchief done by fome individuals, 
‘the’ parliament may vote to the king the eftate of any 
-perfon that happens to lie in the town or country where 
“committed: In what a dreadful fituation are we ? Here 
“3s not only claimed, but actually exercifed , not mere- 
) ng cama : wea 


unith thofe i// affected perfons, and not bring ruin on | 


inhabitants of Bofton were concerned in this af- 
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dy aright of taxation, Sut oe granting our eftates, juf 
as the Britifh parliament pleates. .A precedent juftl 

ming to all the colonies |. ais Se 
Ff you look ftill further into this oppreffive, act, -yo 
-will find it inforced by fuch penalties.as never. act » 
*f any goods are landed or fhipped from any wh 
_ danding-place within’ Bofton bay s,,not only the vefie 
‘and cargoes, with all the horfes, carriages, cattle and 
| wand ‘every utenfil concerned in carrying them <are 
-féit ; but-a fine treble the. value. ‘of; imc 
-higheft price is laid upon any ;perfon that .fhall | 
‘much as aiding or abetting. “What,fhocking feyerity 
‘Aind where are thefe fines to be, recovered 2: Notrin th 
-common courts of juftice where } ere might -be.. 
‘trial by jury : but in the courts.of, admimalty. s .. 
the. king, who is to receive the fing, is both judge an 
jury, as well as party concerned, .,,And the difficulties 
_ -every-vefil is laid under that goes in. with provifions, 
deem as if defigned, if not to flarve them, at leaft 
-maife the pricéiof.provifions fo: high, as to force them 1 
eyield; And left-the.officers on the coatt fhould hay 
fome ‘humane and:compaffionate feelings towards their 
ediftrefied fellow fubjects in Bofton.;.a fine,of 5007. fter 
dling: is laid on.any-one that fall fo.much as connive.a 
~the Jeaftsbreach of theact. (og 9 hc 
» sAgain.’tis put out of the power of parliament 4 
grant redrefs to Bofton + “tis lodged with the-king, whe 
-to remove the rigours of the at : yet he is, reftrictes 
‘ail full fatisfagtion is made for thetea deftroyed by, a 
-city bebalf:of the town of Bofton,, but who can it be 
expected will do itin their behalf? and thetown ca 
-do it-in no.other way than by a tax upon the, inhabr 
_tants, thus involving the innocent with the guilty. 4 
, RTE MENS Be . oe 


- $ Phe following quotation I find inthe London Mapazine fa 
_Jely 1774. p. 345- From a pamphlet entituled, Od/ervations 
the a& of parliament commonly called the Boffon Port Bill, &c. | 
~Feoftah Quincy, junr. E/q; Counfillor at Law in Bofton. Which, @ 
‘Ht contains a further difficulty to the inhabitants of Bofton’s he 
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‘not only fo, but till the governor certifies fatif~ 
on hath been made to the cuftom-houfe officers 
$a SO i a and 
ng with the requirements.of the aé& than what had occurred: 
my mind, I take the liberty toadd by way of note. 
Tt-muft again be noticed that no relief isto be had ‘ until 
tisfa&tion hath been made dy or on behalf of the inhabitants 
ffaid town of Bofton,.”” Now co fappofe that any in England: 
Europe would make fatisfaction on behalf of faid inhabicante 
yas unnatural, ifnot abfurd ; but what is more to the point, ig 
‘was certainly usparliaméntary. ‘The remaining alternative is that 
fatisfaGtion muit be made Jy Bofton. ~~ 
_ Every perfon knows that towns in this province cannot raife or. 
optiate any monies, bat by the exprefs provifions and dire& 
rity of law : it is a matter of equal notoriety, that all town 
fiments of money are exptéfly confined by the 4 Wm. & Mar. 
¢. 13. to the maintenance and fupport of the miniftry, {chools, the 
poor, and defraying of other neceffary town charges. A law which 
“teceived the royal approbation almoft a century ago. J 
_ Willany now fay, that the monies appointed to be paid ga 
the Haft India houfe come within’ the words of necefary town 
charges ? Whew did the town contraé& the debt or how are they 
fobje& to the payment of it? Had the Parliament fee fit to enact, 
that monies requifite to fatisfy the India merchants fhould be, fo 
confidered, two queftions (not of quick decifion) might then have 
arifen-: the one touching the validity and obligatory force of the 
flatute ; the other, whether it would then come within the intent 
and defign of the province law. For paft doubt, our provincial 
legiflators had no fuch charge (as the one here fuppofed) in view, 
when they made the law of Wm.and Mary; and in this way 
“therefore the matter could not be brought within its provifion, 
Parliament muft then make a new att to enable and > im- 
r Bofton to pay the India company, before the town can 
‘comply with the terms of relief of their trade. In the mean 
while, what is to be the fituation of Bofton, and the inhabitants 
ofthe globe, with whom they have fuch extenfive connections ? 
Bot it is very apparent, that the parliament have not as yet  ex- 
aGed the payment of this fatisfaction as a town charge. They 
have only aced it in the option of the town, to make that pays 
‘ment or fabmit to the confequences. That payment, we afiirm 
they cannot make, without breach of she law of the land. New and 
“woheard of therefore is the ftate of this people. They mut fufa 
‘tainthe feverci affiiCtions, they muft fland the iffue of diftraQting 
temedies or———-violate one of the moft known and praftifed laws 
‘eftheland, Let us fearch the hiftory of the world ; let us ia- 
fpe@ the records of a Spanifhingsifition; let us enter the excefica 
‘@n ottaman Court; nay, tet us.traverfe the regions of romance 
and fable—-where flrall we find a parreliel ? 
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and others for all the abufes they have received for 
feveral months before. _ Now how is it poffible to know 
when they have complied with the requirements of the 
aét ? Let them be ever fo much difpofed to make fa- 
tisfaction, no mortalean tell when it is done. They 
are left wholly at the mercy of their governor ; who by 
office, if not by inclination (as one expreffes it) is fup- 
pofed to be a mere tool of arbitrary power: ‘Never 
was there a completer inftrument of tyranny, (if any 
are wicked enough to make fuch an ufe of it) than the 
Bofton port act. (ite cad” ” tate ee 

And over and: above all this, this a&t which brings. 
fuch an heavy calamity upon the town of Bofton and 
the whole province,.and eftablifhes fuch a fatal pre- 
cedent with refpeét to the parliament’s power over 
the colonies, was pafféd without ever allowing the 
party therein concerned, an opportunity to make 
their defence, or even fo much as their agents to 
{peak in their behalf} and when (as has been often 
reported) full fatisfaction was offered by the merchants 
in. London for all damage the Eaft-India company had: 
fuffered from the deftroying of their tea, Be 

s¢ Here the fons of tyranny in America; the bafe 

. advocates for parliamentary power ; may fee the blef& 
fed fruit of their doétrine : may fee a fpecimen of what 
the other Colonies may expect from that exorbitant 
power they are at fuch pains tojuftify.” Strange that: 
any fhould dare to hold up their heads among a freé 
pole in defence of fuch oppreffive claims, as aré 
ere exerted. 

But let us attend to the other late aéts refpecting 
the province of the Maffachufetts-Bay ; both of which 
were hurried thro’ the parliament with the utmoft pre- 
cipitancy, without ever allowing the province con 
demned an opportunity to fpeak in their own behalf, 
One of thefe in open defiance of the royal charter, in 

‘which the word of the king moft folemnly given had 
guaranteed to them that form of government, they- had 


enjoy 


government, ---vel 
nting another branch of their legiflature befi 
the governor.---Extends the power of the gdvernor to 
the moft exorbitant lengths, and almott nullifies that 
birth right of Englifhmen, trials by j jury, If charters, 
if the folemn promifes of kings are to be thus trifled 
» What fecurity.can we have in any thing? Under 
of charters. falemnly given, our fathers plant- 
s wildernefs ; built towns: and cities----extended 
commerce, the power, the glory of Britain. _ Bus 
now thefe facred privileges. thus folemnly confirmed are 
to be fubject to the caprice of an infolent minifter. And 
tl en the principle upen which the parliament avowedly. 
proceeded, that whenever they judged it expedient 8 
ad antageous to the public,they had a right to fet chart- 
rs afide, greatly aggravates the evil. For upon this 
principle, if they judge it expedient, they may fet afide 
all grants of land, all patents from the king (for noné 
of thefe aré more folemn or facred than chatted 


of our Feist. “In cas upon this pace the 
parliament may in the plenitude of their power, de= 
Prive us of every valuable enjoyment we poffefs. 

The other. aé&, which allows the governor to remove 
ital trials out ‘of the province even toEngland, feems 
ulated with a moft baréefaced defign to fcreen the 
foldiers and cuftom-houfe officers from punifhment, 
When they fhould be guilty of any exceffes. _Astho’ a 
mercilefs foldiery and thofe harpiesand blood-fuckers the 
Officers of the cuftoms would not be rigorous enough 
in executing thefe arbitrary laws} without a promife of 
inpunity, For who would run the rifk to: crofs the 
atlantic,:more than 300@ miles to. carry on a profecuti- 
Magainit them? Or if adventrous eno’, how would 
Bibe poffible to procure evidence?» T he language of 
ttherefore is nearly this, let the foldiers commit what 
Hurders they pleaic; they fhall be liable to no punifh- 
Bay thersfor. : eye 
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_ Think now what dreadful fituation a people muft be 
in, with an army of foldiers quartered among them; 
with another army of tax-gatherers encamped: in 
their trading places : both of which know they are 
for the expre{s purpofe of bearing: down and humbl 
the people; and that to encourage them in their it 
lence, hey nave the greateft profpeé ‘of impunity, let 
them commit what crimes they pleafe. Thefe natural- 
ly infolent when under every reftraint the civil/autho- 
rity can put them, what may it be expected they 
be, when thefe reftraints are taken away, and th 
_it were invited to be infolent and‘ overbearing to 
people? What hopes of redrefs‘can a people entertain, 
tet them ‘be injured ever fo much ? Let individuals ii 
Botton be allowed as wicked as any’ are difpofed ta 
‘make them ; yet furely the people have reafon to com= 
plain of thefe acts; which infli@ a punifament fo far 
exceeding the ‘crime; involve the innocent ‘with ‘the 
guilty, and are fuch complete engines of tyranny in the 
ands of any that fhall be wicked enough ‘to improve 
ae reas Sao | (ett Stes “a 


them-as fuch. © : ie Saat: 

~ <“Again the Quebic governmént a& the colonies ‘have 
jut reafon to'!complain of.» “Firftas it eftablithes: the 
popife religion: by the articles of capitulation the: ing 
habitants of Canada were indeed: to’ have a toleration, 
but not an eftablifhment. But poperyis now -eftablith- 
ed, tythes are: collected by law forit’s fupport’s ‘which 
fhews fuch a difregard for the protéejtantreligion® as wé 
never fhould expectin the reign of one‘of the loufe of 
Hanover, who were called to the Britith’ throne’ to - ‘be 
guardians of the proteftant religion. And ‘tho’ there 
are thoufands of Englith fettled in that province; 
no provilion is made for the fupport of a proreftani 
clercy ; there is only a referve, that the king may make 
fuch provifion, if he fees fit. | Now when fuch favout 
is fhewn to the bloody religion of Rome, it argues et 
ther a favourable difpefition in the parliament toware 
that religions; or that it is done, inorder to carry of 
Some other favoriteicheme. Again trials by a at 
abolithe 
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abolifhed by. this act : which is injurious, at leaft to the 
Englith inha bitants,.who under the faith. of a royal 
proclamation, promifing Englifla privileges have fettled 
FS 2 x i : 

after the model of the arbitrary government.of France, 
to be feared thié is defigned as a precedent for-what 
is,to.be done in the other colonies ; or at leaft we may 
fuppofe, without much conjecture, that the French in- 
habitants of Canada are gratified with an eftablifhment- 
of popery and a reftoration of their former laws ; to en- 
gage them tobe zrue to the miniftry in any future 
ftrugeles with the colonies: A military government is 


body of troops at hand, tojoin the Canadians and In- 
‘dians to pour down upon the back of: us, it the mini- 
ry. fhould find occafionto ufethem. AndthatthisFrench 
“arbitrary government may take in as much of America 
as. poffible, it’s limits are extended fouthward to the O- 
hio, and weftward to_the Mififippi: fo that it com- 
_prehends an extent of teritory almoft as large as all the 
‘other provinces, When this vaft extent of territory 


rica will be under this arbitrary French government. 
So. that upon the whole the ga ae act doubtlefs wears 
as threatning an afpeét upon Americans as any act that. 
hath been pafied by the Britifh parliament. Thus f 
have hinted to you.fome of the principal grievances 


late acts of the Britifh. parliament. 

Indulge me a little longer while Lendeavour to point 
out, what we have juf reafon to fear, the confequences 
of thefe meafures willbe. If we view the whole of the 
“conduét of the miniftry and parliament, ldo notfee how 
“any one candoubtbut that there is afertled ix’d planfor 
inflaving the colonies, or bringing them under arbitra- 
“ry government, and indeed the nationtoo. The pre- 
fent parliament have ever been (by all accounts) more 
devoted tothe intereft of the miniftry, than perhaps e- 


cellency 
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a parliament were. Now notwithRanding the ex-. 


the €., , As: the gpecromnne at Canada is now entirely - 


? continued there ; that they may always have a good © 
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comes to. be. filled up with inhabitants, near half Ame- 


which the Americans judge they labour under from the . 
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> gellency of the’ ritifh c ui t 
fecure a majority in parliament, who will come into all 


_ and are under no danger of lofing their places py_tax- 


them from it; end what can we expect from this quar: 
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Britith conftitution, if the miniftry can 


their meafures, will vote as they bid them ; they may 
rule as abfolutely as they doin France or Spain, yeaas in 
Turkey or India: And this feems to be the prefent p 
to fecure a majority of parliament, and thus énflave 
nation with their own confent.: The more places 
penfions the miniftry have in their gift ; the moree 

can they dribe a majority of parlfament, by beftowing 
thofe. places on them or their friends. This makes 
them erect fo many ‘new’and unneceffary offices in A- 
merica, even fo as to fwallow up the whole of the re- 
venue. Theking is not at all the richer for thefe du- 
ties. Butthen by beftowing thefe places---places of 
confiderable profit and no labour, upon the children 
or friends, or dependants of the members of parliament, 
the miniftry can fecure them in their intereft. ~ This 
doubrlefs is the great thing the miniftry are driving at, 
to eftablith arbitrary government with the confent of 
parliament: And to keep the people of England ftill) 
the firdt exertions of this power are upon the colonies. 
If the parliament infift upon the right of taxing the'co- 
Jonies at pleafure, the leaft we can expedét is, to be 
tax’d as heavily as we can poffibly bear, and yet 
fupport our lives ; for as the members of parliament 
feel no burdens themfelves by what they lay upon us, 
ing us, fo long as they can perfuade the people of En 

land they are lightening their burdens thereby ; they are 
under no motives of intereft to abftain trom loading us 
with taxes as heavy as we can poffibly groan under, 
Doubtlefs they will be cautious enough, to’ introdu 
thefe heavy taxes gradually, left they excite too great 
commotions in this country: But let the right be once 
fix’d and eftablithed ; ‘it jwill be very’ eafy to keep: ad- 
ding tax to tax ; till the loads grow fo heavy and are fa 
faft bound, that we can never fhake them off. Noz 
thing moft certainly but a principle of juftice will keep 


ter, 
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‘ter, when in open deasnee of the Engl ‘fb conftitution, 


they claim a right to tax us, and thus” deprive us of. 


our deareft privileges ? 

---In the mean time we muft xc ie our charters will 
_ fall a facrifice to thefe arbitrary claims. Charter 
: govern ments have long been difagreable to the powers 
‘in Britain. “The free conftitution of thefe colonies 
makes them fuch nurferies of freemen as cannot fail 
to alarm an arbitrary miniftry. They, only wait .a 
favourable opportunity to abolifh their charters, as 
they have done that of the Maffachufetts- Bay. We 
know the principle the parliament have adopted ‘and 
’ openly profefs to act upon, that they. have a right to 
alter or annihilate charters when they judge it conves 
nient : And we may depend upon ‘it, whenever. they 
fhall think it can be done without raifing too great 
commotions in the colonies, they will judge it conve= 
nient. Some may imagine it was the deftroying the 
tea induced the parliament to change the government 
of the Maffachufetts-Bay. If it was, furely °tis very 
extraordinary to punifh a whole province and their pofs 
terity thro’ all ages, for the’ conduét of a few indivi- 
duals. How foon willa roit or fome diforder of «a 


few individuals, afford them a pretext for the like © 


treatment of all the other charter governments. I be- 
lieve, however, it may be made very evident, that the 
deftroying the tea was not the reafon for a tering the 
goverment of the Maffachufetts- Bay; but that it was 
a fix’d plan long before, and they only waited a co- 
‘lourable pretext for cafrying it into execution. It has 
been reported by gentlemen of unqueftionable veraci- 
ty, that they had inconteftible evidence that the two 
bills for altering the government of the Maflachufetts- 
Bay were ordered by the council to be drawn up by the 
crown lawyers more than two years ago. Now if this 
be true (as it undoubtedly is) *tis quite certain the mi- 
niftry were only waiting for fome colourable pretext 
for carrying their defign into execution. The char- 
ter governments are by his Precedent reduced ‘not 
merely 


merely to the greateft uncertainty- of the continuance 


‘tainly it doth not require very great fagacity to fee 
hen it: 


_ which was done, in his fhort adminiftration in a. great 


"titles fo their eftates were of no valuc. The'expreffion in vogue | 
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of their charters ; but may be.quite certain, if the pre- 
fent plan is profecuted, they will be taken away, and 
thefe colonies reduced, (if nothing worfe) to the ftate 
of the royal governments.; their governors, councils, 
judges, &c. will be appointed from England, with 
high and extravagant falaries, |. - ee 
. There is great reafon to fear the next ftep will be 
the vacating all-grants and patents‘of land from the 
kings that all our landed property may revert to_ 
majefty ; to be regranted. under fuch quit rents . 
fervicés as thofe in power fhall fee fit-to impofe : Nog 
will this fear appear chimerical to any one that, duly 
eonfiders what hath. been already done, and what. the 
plan is, which the miniftry are doubtlefs. purfuing, 
*T would be weak policy indeed for an arbitrary mix 
niftry to pufh with all their horns at firft. But. cer 


that their meafures are tending to this.. Whew it wag. 
refolved to introduce arbitrary and defpotic govern. 
ment into the colonies in the reign of king Jamzs 2d, 
when Sir Edmond Androfs. was-governor of New-Eng. 
land; the jirft ftep was to vacate the.charters; the very 
‘next to revoke the grants of land that had been made <j 


number of inftances; and people were obliged to take” 
out zew patents at amoft exorbitant price. We fee 
eur charters are already ftruck at; aclaim is advanc- 
ed by the parliament to diffelve them at pleafure: And 
what is there more facred in grants of land, than: in 
charters ; that the former may not be annulled with q 
elas : 3 _ much® 

i) ‘The charter being vacated, the people were told that theig 


was, that ‘‘ihe calf died in thejcow’s belly.” “Thefees for the pas 
‘tents varied according to circumftances both of perfons and efiates, 
In the complaint to king Jatnes, it isalleped that the fees of fame’ 
amounted to sol. Prudence was ufed. Men’s titles were not” 
_queftioned all at once. Had this been the cafe according to the” 
€cmputation then rade, all the perfonal eftates in the colony, 
would not have paid the charge of the new patents.” a 
; Gov, Hutchinlon'’s Hip, Ma/. vel, is p. 359: 
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general good, that all lands in America fhould  re- . 
. vert to the crown, that they may be regranted all upoa 
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3 gree have we not juft grounds to fear that all this 
_ will not be the completion of their oppreffive plan, if 
the miniftry find themfelves fuccefsful in their firft at- 
_ tempts? By the Quebec-A@ we find the parliament 
claim ‘a power to-eftablith in America; the fame arbitra- 
ry government that takes place in Prance.—--To take 
| away trials by juries :---to tet afide general affemblies.: 
| ++-to velit the king with a power to appoint legiflative 
councils &c. Now this aét not only retpects the French 
- inhabitants (who having been long ufed to flavifh fub- 
| jection, and not knowing the benefit of any other form 
of government, are poffibly well eno” pleafed with it, 
' efpecially as the pill is gilded over with a full eftablifh- 
_, ment of that religion, of which they are fuch bigotred 
Meg pro- 
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_ dient, and lodge the whole legiflative powerin a. coun-— 


4xeformation, who have begn moft difpofed to trample — 
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rofeffors ;) but it. efpeéts thoufands of Englifh, 
ere fettled there fince the conqueft, and all fuch 
may fettle any where within that vatt extended ip 
wince in future time. By the fame right they -cou 
eftablith this form of government over the “Ez 
_ Canada; they may do it in the other provinces. 
the province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, the im ortant 
privilege of being tried by a jury, ‘is greatly leffened by 
fetting afide the equitable and: impartial method — by, 
which juries were wont to be panel’d.’ View a 
things that have taken place, is it without foundation 
that.I exprefs my fears, that the Britith miniftry will 
eer long find our general affemblies troublefome | 
things ?---a hindrance to government and the like, and \ 
do fet them afide, under a. notion of their being inexpe~ 


cil appointed by the king. This is the very thing that 
took place in Sir Edmond’s time. The whole legiflative 

_ power was lodged in him and his council. And fince’ 
the previous fteps are fo like what took place then, 
why may we not expect the confequent ones will be fo 
toe? And very likely the miniftry may find juries e-— 
qually a bar.tothe government they mean to.eftablith :_ 
jand fo may ,perfuade the parliament, dn the footing. of | 
expediency to abolifh them likewife. Pop te aa 
And when ouneivil rights and privileges fhall-have — 
“thus fallen a facrifice to tyranny and oppreffion, our | 
religious liberties*cannot long furvive : for where hath — 
it ever been knowa that civil and ecclefiaftical tyran- 
ny and defpotifm have not yet gone hand in hand to- | 
gether. The latter is fo neceflary to uphold and fup- | 
port the former, that arbitrary princes or minifters of 
‘ftate‘have ever found their intereft_ in the encourage- — 
ment of it. And fhould America be forced to yield 7 
in the prefent ftruggle for civil liberty, we have no. 
reafon to expect but ecclefiaftical tyranny, in fome 
fhape or other, will like a mighty torrent overfpread — 
our land. Thofe princes on the Brjtith throne fince the 7 
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- pon the Pesce of dhe pelsple: and to rule in afi arbitra: 
__ ry and defpotic manner ; have ever carefied the papifts’ 
_ and thewn a'favourable difpofition towards the bloody 
religion of Rome, as that religion is'the fureft prop to”. 
tyranny and defpotifn. “This is evident during the! 
_ feigns of allthe feveral kings of the houfe of Stewart. 
_ Papifts fhared-in the'royal favour and were fheltered. 
- under royal protection. ‘Continual attempts were made 
_ to bring the church of England toa greater conformi- 
ty to the defpotic church of Rome ; till James ads 
~ more adventrous than his’ predeceffors boldly attempts 
to fubvert the conftitution both in ftate and in church; 
_ ~+-to introduce both tyranny and -popery: ‘which fo’ 
alarmed thé ration “that ‘they dethroned the- tyrant; 
and placed a "sp nase? bing on theBritifh throne, ’ 
‘Some late tranfactions fhew a very favourable diff pofi- 
tion in the prefent miniftry and parliament towards ‘the 
religion of Rome ; how far they may attempt to ‘in- 
troduce into the’Englifh nation both in Britain and the 
colonies, God only knows. , But thus much we may 
- fafely guefs, without much danger of erring, that to in- 
_ troduce epifcopacy with all thofe formidable powers | 
_ with whichit was clothed (which indeed were noobfcure, 


parliament reftraining and regulating prelative power 
_ and ecelefiaftical courts, pafied in confequence of the 
_ revolution, will be a darling object with the prefent 
_ miniftry, if they fee ‘a profpeat of being able to carry’ 
their defigns into execution, ' For’ ecelefiaftical go- 
_ vernment muft be ¢onformed to the civil, and nothing 


_ eftablifh ‘in the’ colonies?” And ‘tho’ fuch an eftablifi-’ 
“Ment might not introdtice fire’ and faggots 5 yet depo- 
fitions the’ clergy, fines, imprifonment, disfranchifes. 
ments, Confiscations, 8c. with various Corporal penal-- 
_ ties, you may depend upon ir, will be its dite attendants. 
~ All thefe things, I make no doubt, will také place 
“one after another, as faft-as the miniftry ‘can bring their 
lee "  meafureg 


_ refemblance of the church of Rome) before the aéts of 
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3 ‘crown’ cannot be fo cruét and barbarous’ ‘as“hath been 
-“reprefented.: ‘Probably the ‘miniftry. fragn’ ¢ have it all 
_-in view at préfent: probably thefe officers would not ‘at 
| firft-be f6 cruel ‘and barbarous, bur'thereas no telling: 
i what 'men-will: *foon becéhheowhen entrufted with arbi-, 
trary: “power? Rich power ill more Lurely ititoxicate 
anen than'the {trong (pirits =the beft of men ‘cannot 
) -be fafely-trifted’ “with ic: Many" ‘hen! amiable in private 
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‘prepared, for them, and the prefent meafures iffue ina 
Poftile rupture between Great Britain and the,colonies, 

-which God forbid, and which I wifh the miniftry may 
not haye in view to promote, fee what precautions they 

have early taken either to ruin us, or force us to, fubjec- 

_tion...-To.the Canadians who have been. long inured: 
to, arbitrary. government, and fo, are become fit tools 
for inflaving others, they/have granted an eftablifhment 
of their religion, the reftoration of their former. laws, 


fhook.over America, till they are.brought, 
gnind. Tt - en , 
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they be feparated from the rett, J fhould have no preatobjeftionto | 
theix'weasing the cheins, they ase fo aiduonfly ieeking to. 
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.\. Having thus given a bricka atte of the late aéts of 
the Britith parliament refpecting thé.colonies ;---of the 
-grievances the colonies labour under therefrom, and of 
-what the probable confequences of thefe meafures will 
be. I will very briefly touch upon the laft thing: pro- 
-pofed viz. what can be:done by.us in fuch an alarming 


© erifis.---Some perhaps may think me already too bold 


-in fpeaking thus freely of the acts of the molt refpecta- 
ble legiflature in ‘the Britifh empire... But: the more I 


~ eonfider the: fhocking ney of them, the more diffi- 


cult I find it to reftrain myfelf within the bounds of de- 
-cency.-=-I am fure however there is nothing #rea/onable 
-in feeling oppeffion when opprefied-<-nor im groaning 
-under the anguith’ of it---as yet I have done little more 
than exprefs this.----Surely it cannot be trea/on to: feel 
-our burdens-and weep and mourn and pray on account 
of them... To pray to God for redrefs is certainly inno- 
cent, arid happy it is we have heaven to.go to, tho’our 
-prayers fhould be‘denied.om earth. God hath onceand 
-again.im anfwer to prayer wroughteminent deliverance 
-for the opprefied. Remember how he delivered ithe 


"Jews! from Haman’s curfed devices. . Oft:hath he de- 


livered his people of old ;+--oft the people of New-Eng- 
-Jand ;---this affords great encouragement to be fervent 
in our fupplications to ‘the throne ofgrace. The king’s 
pele SS cht nor. 204 heart 
_opon themfelves, at leaft for a while. This thought, with the 
mean fervility with which fome few in the colonies juftify the late 
unconftitutional atts of parliament taxing the colonies, &c. brings 


_ to my minda fhort ftory related in Rider’s Hiftory of England, 


~* God forbid you fhould not, for you are the breath, of our nof-. 


vol. 22, p= 76)". 3D: . 

_ # WhenWaller (the poet) was young, he) had the curiofity ta 
Zo to court ; acd he ftood in che circle, and faw (James the firft) 
‘dine ; where’‘among other company there were twoBifhops, Neile 
and Andrews. The king with an audable voice propofed . this 
_queftion, Whether he might mor take his fubje€ts money when he 
waated it, without all this formality of parliament ? Neile replied, 


‘trils.?~ Andrews declined giving an anfwer, as he was nor, he 
Said, converfant in pedlianentady éafes ; but upon the king’s pref- 
fing bim, and faying he would admit of -no;apelogy, ‘the Bifnop 
replied with much humour, ** Why then I think your majefty, m: 

yery lawfully take my brother Neile’s moncy 5 for he offers it.” 
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ears: isin the barb ie Lid asthe rivers of 
turneth-2t whither foever wills: ‘But litle wilh 
” Yavaih s aeidheidt anes ‘vepentance-and =a 
ibefore-God: undér the* venir pel frowns’ of ‘his righteous 
-providence.»! Wethave: more réafori to be afraid ofthe — 
i wice and wickednefs that abounds ‘among us,thabof 
l¢he arms of Btitain. » ‘Thefe: “give us reafon to fear | 
~we have nor virtueenoug hit makevdfe ofitheip 
Tmeans ‘of redreis, and left \heaven'thould: fiehtoa 
-ifs.) © Were:a general reformation to:také!place-Dinake — 
-no ‘doubt heaven would find: aiway for our reliéfl “Phe | 
“prefent alarming fituation of things therefore. 4 
xealis‘upon us:to-examine what ‘fins in» partiealarshave 
“provoked heaven thus to come our in judgment againtt — 
‘us ; cand perhaps there cannot: be a better rulejof devér- 
2mining than to enquire what fins-thefecalamitiés tare 
-properly retributive of, and by this rule will northe én- 
flaving the poor Africans in the colonies ftdnidvforthin — 
ighe:front of the dreadful: catalogue?>/ Are:now theseo- 
“lonies guilty of forcibly depriving; thenvof theirnatu- — 
oral rights ? > Will not: the argurnents we ufe indefende — 
-of our own: liberties againft the claims of: the:Britifh — 
parliament,» equally conclude in their favout ?-~And _ 
is it not eafy to fee there is fomethi retributive: inthe — 
uprefent judgments: of heaven ?0) We keep our fellow — 
‘men in‘flavery---heaven is fuitocta others to enflave — 
“us. Again T' muft mention worldlinefs, ‘covetoufiefs, 
“felfifhnels, difhonefty, difobédierice” to -conftitut E 
authority, and,many. other vices as contained in t 
mal train, and for which we need to repent: ang taardble a 
‘ourfelves beforé God; but’as this‘is‘a topic handled in. ~ 
‘the preceéding’ fermon "ds Altégether needlefs for the 
enlarge UPOD dt. ofc - thal 
© . But if ever we'would hope for sodvets Sow the ariev- 
ances we labour under; *tis ‘not only neceflary tha 
répent, reform and pray; but that weunitédly pro 
the moft firm and prudent meafures for the attainment 
“of it. -4A.very little attention muft:convince every one _ 
“of the Aecef ity of our being united.’* If the” Eder = 
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_ are divided: onthe people in the; feveral colonies are very; 
confiderably :divided,:we are undone. Nothing, but the, 
united.efferts Of America can fave-us):.and if united,, 
they muft-have) that weight, which gives me the moft, 
| fanguine-hopes iof fuccefs. , It.fhould- then be the con-, 
_ cern, of; everyone to. labour as far as,his influence,ex-, 
tends,to promote this neceffary union.) “The determinati+ 
_ onsof the,cengrefs of. delegates from the feveral colonies, 
_ may be deemed thegeneral voice of America, A.concur-, 
rence with thefe.we fhould-every, one labour to promote.. 
“If.in-every particular we fhould, not-be entirely fuited ;, 
yet the.dreadful confequences-of difunion fhould, make, 
us.cautious how -we-let it. be- known... The Congrefs, 
we hear have come into a-conclufion that we import no, 


to break the-general union by refufing to comply there- 
with. .. But fhould there be any fuch; ; it becomes eve- 
‘Ty. one,,that hath any ,regard to the, diberties-of his. 

country; to treat with deferved »negleét.and abhorrence 
| the wretch, that thus meanly feeks hisown emolument 
- Wpon-the ruins of-his country’s. liberties: :----To; breaks 
eff all trade.and dealings with fuch felfith mifereants: ; 
and.make them éenGble,.that withov; injuring, theip 
git? , ~ tives 
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lives or property, their injured country can make 
feel the weight of her vengeance, and rue the day they 
ever fuffered-a-felfith fpirit to banifh all love to their 
country from their breafts..” Here is a {phere in which 
every one can contribute! fomething to fave his finking 
country from ruin. “Suffer me then to intreat you 
the weftern parts of the colony of Conneéticut) in. 
proper way to fhew your hearty concurrence with 
parts of the continent in the cauféof American liberty 9 
and your refolution®°to concur with, and endeavour to. 
cafry into execution thé conclufions ‘of the American” 
Congrefs ; ahd'to open your hearts to commiferate, and _ 
contribute-to the relief of the fuffering poor of the town’ 
of Botton." What hath been faid I truft makes it fufs 
ficiently appear; ‘that ‘they are fuffering in the common 

caufe of Americaf liberty. «Allowing the conduét of 
' thofe individuals who deftroyed the tea as‘criminal as 
any are-difpofed. to make it, yet the punifhment is bes / 
yond all bounds difproportionate to the crime’:+--the 
innocent are involved with’ the guilty’ :---the requires 
ments of’ the act are fuch, that’ it can never be ‘known | 
_whether complied ‘with or not #-2The aét is'as coms 
pleat ‘an inftrument of tyranny as ever was formed.---If — 
the requirements of the aét fhould: be complied ‘with ¢_ 
yet all their eftates lying in wharves, water-lots, &c, 
will ftill lie atthe king’s mercy. | So'that the aét can- 
not be complied with without giving'up the ftruggle 
for liberty. The defign in bearing'thuis hard upon one — 
colony is evidently to divide thecolonies ; and thus to 
. bring them one after another to fabmit'to the arbitrary — 
claims of parliament.’ All their ‘means of fubfiftence _ 
depended on their trade, which by this’ act is wholly 
taken away. So: that: without affiftance from the othet 
colonies, they mutt’ inévitably'yield, unlefs fo’ very pa! 
triotic, as to be-willing to: ftarve to death. -Our turn 
may foon come when we may ‘want the like kind amis — 
tance from our brethren. Only apply Oe eae 
of ‘doing to: others as we would that they fhould do — 
unto us,” and furely we cannor hefitate giiirialies. 
Ey their 
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- their relief. ‘We in this colony are fituated nearer to 
_ them and on various accounts are more nearly connected 
with them than moft of the other colonies. Our trade 
» hath been principally with them ;---our religion and 
‘manners are very fimilar to theirs :---We originated 
‘derive their firft inhabitants from that province ;. th 
 reft are defcended from anceftors that left their native 
~ Jand for the fame caufe with the Maffachufetts planters : 
So that it will be to our lafting fhame, if more back- 
ward to contribute to their relief, than other colonies 
much more remote, and under no fuch fpecial connec- 
tions as we are, . Many towns in the eaftern and north- — 
ern parts of this colony have fent very generonily to 
their relief, others are now making collections for this 
purpofe. But T hear nothing ot any collections! fer 
Bofton either in Fairfield or New-Haven counties .* 
*¥ thould be very forry if-we in the weftern parts of che 
colony fhould prove he moft backward. - Providence 
hath bleis’d us with plentiful crops, and thereby hath 
amply furnifhed us with the means of contributing to 
their relief, if we have hearts to ufe them. I wifh the 
importance of contributing to the relief of Bofton might 
be duly attended to, and that fome meafures might be 
come into in all our towns for trying the generofity of 
‘people for this purpofe, I am iure they that have a 
tenfe of the worth of liberty and the importance of 
making a firm yet decent and harmlefs cppofition to . 
thefe oppreffive meafures, which are calculated to rivit 
the chains of flavery both upon us and our pofterity, 
cannot hefitate a moment to contribute fomething gene- 
rous for the relief of that fuffering people. _May Ame- 
ricans be united in a juit fenfe of the worth of their 
civil rights and privileges, and in every laudable and 
sighteous method for obtaining redrefs , and God 
grant their ftruggles in fo-glorious a caule may be 
crowned with happy fuccefs. 
-~™ | have heard fince writing the above, thaca hand{fome collec- 


tion is likely to be made in the town of Fairfield y and thar fub. 
Smiptions ars opened for the like purpofe in the sown of Stratford. 
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-/, Errata in the Sermon... 


OW PAGE 1, line laft, for Cario, read carior, 

Page. 7, line 17, for ingenuous, read ingenious. 
P. 7, 1. 17, from the bottom, forverfality, read verfatilt 
Page g, line 2, from the bottom, for-ths, read thcfe. 
Page 19, line 2, from the bottom, for effed?, read affe 
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